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( Which 1s radically 1n themſelves, 
_ derivatively in the PARLIAMENT,, Their 


SUBSTITUTES, of REPRESENTATIVES ) 
Briefly Aſlerted. 


Wherein is diſcovered the great Good or Harm| | 
which may accrue uno the People by Parlia- 
ments, according to their different tent: 
perature and motions, 


a. 


| With ſome Propoſals conducing towards an 
equal and juſt Settlement of the «diſtracted 


State. of this Nation.. 


And a touch at ſome eſpecial Propertiesof a 
Supream good Goycrnor or Goyecrnors. 


Lu 


The Sf, ety of the People ts the Supream , ef Natural TT | L 


quate Rale of Government. 7g | 
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a HE. Righteous God loveth 
, M Righteouſneſs, ard healone - 

| acces rightly weigheth, meafureth 
SBPSLI' and adminiſtrerh in Judg- 
ment and-Truth. Man hath 
GED SES:!2;felfifh' Principle within, 
which -ſeetctly blindeth and draweth him aſide 
inhis pureſtaims and intentions.Manknoweth 
got his own heart, how much he is engaged for 
bira{elf; whaclitile tturh. of love, mercyand ju- 
ſicechere is im-hima cowards others. Every mari 
thinks he minds the-publique Good: and Ine: 
reſts fecingor filpeiting how Hraitly hes 
bound-p within: the narrow compaſs of him- 
ſelf; Evety manptetendeath to bejuſt; and: very 
ready t0:amend the wilful or negligent miſcar- 
riages of others: bur where are _ who 
onice4ttaining td greatneſs atid power ſlide tiot 
by degrees into ; © lame is of Injuſtic? 
which they condemned others for walking if? 
Man cannot:obferye his/ ow1;errors;/ nor 'in- 
dee catt he bear.tochedr of them; 'He Toveth 
hinaſelf ſo well; thathe cannot diſcern that evil 
which is inhimfelk -nor endure to betold of ir 
by: others ;: but thinks they deal injurioufly 
NY) ITO A 2 with 
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_—V To theParkiment,'io 1! 
with him ifthey take notice of ir, or warn him 
ainft it:for it1s not evil inhim;þut an evileye 
in thera, which makes them looK upon/itasTo, 
-[--Fhe: Powers of this World Bein ſoa -t© 
ert : (and their errors being (o like themſelves, 
powerful) have great need of faithful Monz- 
rors/and plain Dealers, 'but ſeldom meerwith 
4hem;; and their; condition makes them lictle 
able to bear them. Their condition hath com- 
monly this double bad influence uponrthem, it 
maketh thera able to-dovill; dble:ro daikharms 
bur unable to beas the ſight on wpreſentation-of 
them, It blindethttheir own eyes, jnueferencets 
themſelves andtheiraQtions ;argdmakeththem 
enemies to: him who: is :notrequally'blinded 
with them. Nar-cari it be otherwiſe; Man can- 
not take. it well to. have: others telling: him of 
that-cvil, - which he upon ſearch: cannot find in 
himſelf; -or to-have themfill blaming him for 
ahat' as evil,, which he himſelf accounteth as 
. . /Oyepreſenegreat Ones (bfpeakitnotin: dif. 

| xeſpeR,Hut in hohor acknow edging that God, 
is providence: and diſpole of things, hath 

We made you $reat):Look upon that Snare, which 
=. Hardiyeya inan, inyourcondition, avoyded? 
© "7 <4 78 $1547 | FR $ Conſider 
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Tos Pabliatrent — 
Conſider this poor Nation; its ts 
par Beayſs; _ great an, inrarCu ro It, od ſer 

promos obo precious inſyour on 
der (ifirbe po ble)imparriallyirs | 
za lead t: Indothe! poſieſhon of ir. It yewal 
the way of man, -ye will come-to the: mdf 
man : :If ye: be Succeflors -in unrighitcoulnels, 
ye will endinriine. Ye haveanhatder pecceof 
Seltdenyal to-! praRtiſe' then yer yet have: mer 
with;if Jewilibe {aſe.(Your is 
when: ye; ſeri moſt qut-of danger;)-|As'there 
havebeen hitherto many Criesfor you; fothere 
arc now-many Cries to you, and Orics againſt 
you dayly.Complaifits have ſeldom been great- 
er;; it behoves you to look thorowly thar it be 
without a:caufe on'your part: If the poorfarher- 
leſs people be deſtitute of help, and have hone 
to.cry to butthe righteous One (beingwearied 
out with-crying to man). it may:mikethim the 
more! regardful of their Cries, and the 'more 
ſpeedy and ſtri& in exaQtinganaccount of your 
Stewardſhip from you. 
The In NDAMENTAL RIG HT, LE 
BERTY AND' SAFETY ofthe People is here 
preſented to-your view in gerieral with-others -. 7 
EoWNem allo it appertaineth,) - It concerneth . -- 
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| you thoſt panticularlytotake noice bf it; add ts. 


uſe [induſtry and:fideliry; anfwerable:td your 


Power and:Truft;toinſtite then iwvic ;/ which 


how ever they mayrabule; yerrheyonghttben 
joy-: And if ye cannot makerhemhappy; yet 
putting:thingsinco- their duc order according 


coright; this will-be comfort urits-you; thas | 


they are only:tnade miiſetable:by themſelves7 
whereas if: ye: detain their Righe from them, 
though with neveriſo good awintenr-rhatwill 
not excuſe youat preſent,” norafford you cont- 
fort atthe laſt. Yelhave expreſſed'a'(prear Senſe 
of = lnjuries harm People haveſuffered 

being deprived of their Rights and Liberties; 
+ Le undertaken -to> reſtore then xo: the 


poſſeſſion of them again; doitinemuho Ler | 


not Jcalouſtes, of what may happen, cauſe you 
to turnaſide from thedirect patio Righteouſ 


neſs. Put them, as well as ye ean;into away-of 


minding and profecuting their own good; bat 
take heed of overthrowing their Right and Li- 
berty,though from never fo great adefire todo 
chem good. I am exceeding-jealous over you , 
leſt ye ſhould unwittingly be deceived by your 
own hearts, and unawares deceive the Pe 
forgive me this Jealoufie, Ir-atiſerh both 
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love 
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kevnhw3ok ibdebey t - er PI <A 
rey LETS viicheontchand, frodpiatrepiIy | 
;and'onthe othiet hatid/r6 have 
cetes df it, For as my deſire was 
their Tar heh tity jor wn Brormr 
[1 rathet have 
foundirhe! way of 'ndwiniftring phecoulnelſ3 
to othiers;' ther of provpiins wiite to therti.- 
ſelves: Svisiny Gelie now towards you, while 
ng ayrernmins'; ' d'Orthar ye eould' ſve; at 
inrehisy yout day; the thin 4 at ebncert 
yoilr peace, and thegobd of 
ic Everything” ie boutided bile os «ings 
khowizheirboande; and fo, 'palſitg beyond 
themgbothpiocandteevive wotinds: which al- 
ic amt raryoner3 be they | never fofli gh. 
ng death: "KING! 
LF POWER 0/0 Rk htm ien nin thay-row/ 
freakvie) Doch: PARLIAME NTARY POW- 

Goh 


EN-koep within: &s'litfilts How fhall we rec 

ethis faily-andideatly-Crefolveoiintleed) 
wemayiihoupuwsJu ts and Obhlgecti” 
ces) Flr ia nary at irate nordctitinlineds 
And if hs par yet devolve:lower, into: 
the gr Dl eds ofche People, is it: 
key they wowe IN theix limits ? 
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Ning 
thaiwegan,dt hefty bur groan den 
itatter Labersy = Man candor 
nor. free from himſelf.:(whileSelfs Par eres 
willmake him {clfiſh Jand'whilecicisſo,othas 
underhhikpower or within his reach canbotbe 
free, Othat thetime of man were dknatfen 


end; that he who is righteous, and eannot bur 
be righteous, would putunrighteogs manout of 


place,and adminiſter righteouſaelshinalelfBill 
then expeRt no, {atisfaGion,) nat:odlychorid: 
ſpiritual affairs, bur not ſs nanchasin;the Go 
yernment of this World. :Yctiebehovathiyor 
whoarcin place and Pow or 0 JAR, 
from your ſelves, 4 KLINE ned? rowirdy 
righteouſneſs as poſhbly ye'may: for whichend, 


to provoke. youlomewhat thr ds it, ;thiven= 


ſuing Diſcourſe is partly. iditended:by: himwho 


exceedingly thirftechto approve hiraſelf - [& 


An unfeigned Servant to the Lotd of all, J 1! 
34 21 to you ſees, and to kiy County,” '- 
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| Sorrowful People 
FE: OF 7p 
 ThisSick Nation. 


Poor People, 


Pity yorr condition, and in the midft of my 
own weights and preſſures, have not learned 
Wholly to forget yours. I cannot but bewail 
Jour miſeries, Which it ts hard extricating out 


p 


& 


® 1 of. Te have been long toſſedina ſea of trouble, 
= 4nd arc not yet come to the ſight of Land. The 
ores neceſſities Whereinto ye are caſt , cannot but 
Jour burthens heavy : yet this might ſomewhat eaſe them, 
:f ye could but once diſcern the approach of a long expetted end. 
Te are far from attaining your Deſires, and yet that may not be 
very ill for you, becanſe je your ſelves are ſo apt to miſtake in 
Jour Deſires, not truly underſtanding what may tend to make you 
happy. T here ts no ſafe retreating, how ever ye may think, and 
very bard to efþy how to go forward comfortably. Te may eaſily 
7x1 into confuſron and prove workers of your own rauine, but ye 
know not how to ftep one ſtep aright towards Reſt, Peace, —_ 
fs B I 


To the People. 


If 1 ſhould tell you,that it Were better to lie ftil and ſuffer then ſeek 
after a diſarderly remedy (for that #« likely ftill to be Worſe then 

the diſeaſe ) it cannot but ſound very har ſbly in your ears. Man 

is not very Willing to ſuffer, yea hardly can he be caſt ints ſuch a 

condition, but he finds or at leaſt fancies ſome deor of hope, at 

which be thinks be mig ht eſcape. It u not often changing either 

backward or forward, or various kinas of changes, Which will ad- 
minifter relief; but an orgerly, a rational change, a m_ fitty 

ſwited to the condition of that Which changeth. If ye Would move: 
aright, nay ſo much as deſire aright ; ye muſt come toa irne un- 

der ftanding of your condition. Do ye underſtand your ſelyes ? do 
ye aft like men? or are ye led and driven up ana dewy like brute 
Creatures ? Have ye took notice What, thu long ſeaſon, bath been 
doing among you ? Can ye tell me, whence ye came, Whither ye 
are going, where ye now are ? Shall I put you in minde ? 

Y came from Slavery, from ſnch bonds and: burthens as ye 
were very Weary of. Te are marching towards Liberty, thither is 
Jour intent to go,inge afreeſtats gnd condition whene yomay have 
cauſe to complain no more of Oppreſſion'oy burthens, 'But where 
ere ye ? Who knoweth that ? Why ſurely ye are in an entangled 
eſtate and condition, Wherein ye have loſt your Way, or &t leaſt the 
fight of it : Te would fain return back, or turn afide, but ye bavs 
ng. minde to go forward. T bus ts ut often in.ceſes of this nature ;_ 
The wilderneſs, the way, the paſſage. to:Canaan (the Lard of 
Reſt ) 14 many times ſo grigvom, that: ;, even. the Land of 


Bondage, ſeemeth more tolerahle.. Thad: people was ready to 
ſtene Moſes for leading them. inte ſuch a. perplexed condition, 


though Moſes guided them faithfully. I de not:compare- your Lead- 
ers With Moſes (yet it becometh. yon to remember, how ſtrangely. 
they Were raiſed. up to appear. for you, When ye groancd under 
ſoar p and heavy prefſnres) 1 deanet think, thew ſozcighty in the 


ballance:: yet 1 doubt. ye wrong\thew, When. ye Weigh rhens; your 


ballanice not being right, nor you affording them their due: alluw- 
anser.. They, beve met With real difficw/ties and: ſtraits, which 
hath mage their Way very uneven and hardte malk_imn':; yea fuch 
A. continned. (cries. of  difiratting : occurrences 'and caffanrs- may 
have tended: to.pwt then quite aut of. their ways Do: ye confider 
vhs 7 I Will tel youWhas I have much obſerved + Han we very 
Pr one. 
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T6 the People. 
prone to d# evil, to be #hjnſt in evisy ate and condition, to ben} 
be truſt aſide; to neglt# ſeeking a4 ſerving theſe Whom he ought 
to ſeek and ſerve, mproving that very advantage for the further 
ſeeking and ſerving of bimſelf« Thu t nſ#ally the ſtate of man, 
look on hind Where you Will you ſhall finde hims in this poſture : but 
he that acenſeth 14 commonly as ajuſt, if not more, inthe dcruſa- 
1:01, then the other Was in the tranſgreſſion. The common people 
are moſt ſrbjeft to thi of any, Who receive things by rumors and 
common reports, Without eXamining or ſcanning Whether things 
be fo of #6. Thi ts the common miſcarriage between Superiors 
and Inferiors : The one doth not govern trighteonſly, the other 
doh not obey righteouſly : and yet they are Joth anjuſt in their 
complaints of each other ; the Superior complaining in an unjuſt 
maner ef- the Inferiors Obedience, the Inferior complaining in as 
unjuſt 4 maner of the Stperiors Government. If every man 
cond oxce eſpy and grow moſt Weary of his own faults,there might 
be ſome hope of amendment. This World # a ſtrange Myſtery of 
Iniquity i» the Whole courſe of it, in every piece avid paveel of it ; 
every ue being offended With eath other, for aiulterating m their 
mtentions, motions and ations, and yet the mean While, as deep- 
th, in the very fame Way, they themſelves adalterating. If ge 
ſnonld encline to entertam thu as a melancholly apprebenſion from 
my per (for mas i very difficult to hear the ſound of ill concern- 
ing himſelf,and ready to throw dirt into the face of him from Whom 
3 comes ) look into the Scriptare, ſee if that ds not ſpeak, expreſly 
to the ſame purpoſe. Particularly into that Rom. 2. 1, Where 
the Words r#x thas, Therefore thon art inexcuſable,O Man, who- 
ſever thou art that judgelt : for wherein thou judgeſt another, 
thou condeminelt thy (elf, for thou that judgeſt doſt the fame 
thingy. 

When this Scripture is opened'in that light Which penned it, who 
Will be able to ſtand before it ! What wan us it that juageth not an- 
other? and he that jadyeth another thinketh himſelf free, at leaſt 
in that refpett Wherem he judueth another : but What i ſaid 
here'? O'Man, thou that judgeſt art inexcuſable. Tes, will man 
ſay, ſuch as judg raſbly, ſuch as judg unjuſtly : nay but the Words 
here'carry it farther, whoſoever thou art that judgelt, 1/hy what 
ground i there for this ? Are not ſuch and ſuch things evil ? doth 

£ B 2 _ not 


—— = 4 
——_—__—_——— _ _ 


Tothe People. 
wot the perſon deſerve to be judged for them ? Yes, but net by thee, 
Who art guilty With him of the ſame things, though thou ſceft 
it not, and ſo in judging him thou doft but condemn thy ſelf; for 
wherein thou judgelt another, thou condemneſt thy ſelf. How can 
that be ? I condemn onely thoſe that do ſuch and ſuch things, but 
thanks be to God, though I have my failings, yet I am free from 


; #hoſe things : I ſhould not think, my ſelf Worthy to live upon the 
face of the Earth, nay 1 ſhould think, my ſelf fit for nothing but 


Hell if I Were guilty of thoſe things mentioned in the latter of the 
former Chapter. Thw thou ſayſt, thu is thy teſtimony concern. 
ing thy ſelf : but he Who knoweth thee (he who ſearcherh the heart 
and tryeth the reins) accaſeth thee for thy judging, telling thee 
that in ſo doing thou condemweſt thy ſelf, giving in this as the rea- 
ſon of it, becauſe thou aoFt the ſame things : for thou that judg- 
eſt doſt the ſame thipgs : If he cannot make this good againſt thee, 
thou ſhalt eſcape. : Ab poor man, how art thou hid from thy ſelf ! 
thou knoweft not what u written in thine heart (even all that 
which is mentioned in the latter end of the foregomg Chapter ;) 
thou knoweſt not the Way thy heart hath to þris g forth theſe 
things ; thou doſt not know how or when thou doſs them, When 
thy heart ſhall be opened by him who knoweth it, and theſe things 
plainly di/covered to have been in thee, and drawn forth into att 
by thee 5” when both the root and the fruit ſhall be made as mani- 
feſt as the day, what wilt thou ſay ! Snrely.then O man, thou who 
ha#t been ſo confident and abundant i clearing thy ſelf and accu- 
ſing others, wilt grow ſpeechleſs, and {ink_wnder thy treble con- 
demnation, firſt for being and doing evil, then for juſtifying thy 
ſelf, aud laſtly. ſor condemning others. | 
1 maſt contratl my ſelf in What remains.. Dear Country-men, 
Tf 1 were able to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon, { Would commend a 
little advice to.you, but my conaition maketh me unwilling to do 
it, yet your condition overſwayeth me again, and extorteth it 
from me.. It may perhaps, Where it taketh root aud ſpringeth up, 
tend towards the ſerling of ſome ſpirits, and towaras a.ſweet and 
erderly guiding of them in publique attings, For clearneſs ſake, 
T ſhall branch it into a few Heads. 
T1. Apply your ſelves t0 be ſenſible What trac Freedom 7, 
Wherein it lies, and of What vale it #s.. It is of more Worth then 
JET 
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To the Peopte . 

your Eſtates, yeathen your Lives ; and therefore deſerves to be 
higher prized. It confofts not in licentionſneſs, to do what ye will, 
nor in having no T axes layd upon you (this may be neceſſary for 
Jour ſafety) but in theſe four things. Firſt, in baving good 
Laws, ſuited to your ftate and conaition. Secondly, in a good 
method of Government, Whereby Je may come to enjoy the bene= 
fot of all thoſe Laws, and Whereby your remedies of redreſs may 
be eaſie and cheap, v0t ſo hard to be come at, nor ſo.coſtly,as com. 
wonly they ares 1 Thirdly, in having 4 good Governor or Gover- 
#075, Who may faithfully overſee the execution of theſe Laws ac= 


 Sording tothis method.) Fourthly, in having a ſetled Way of Par- 


haments, to amend,alter or add to in any kinde ( as need ſhall re- 
quire) theſe Laws, this method of Government, theſe Governors, 
And, Which 1 might name a fifth, to have ſuch aclear \vay, for 
theſe Parliaments to proceed in, as they migt not eaſily miſs : 
for otherwiſe, if the Way be not very plain, ſuch a Body of the 
common [ort, Who are not ſuppoſed either to be very shilful or ex- 
perienced in Government, are likely to do a great deal more hurt 
then good. | 

2. Be not. Weary of the purſuit after Liberty, becanſe of the 
many difficulties and. expences Which it occaſions. Undergo the 
pains of care, What.charge Will a man be at, in a Suit of Law, to 
recover a peece of Eſtate ? Is it not worth more to recover the 
Liberty of a man ? The Nations of the Earth have ſtill layn un. 
der Slavery, bave not ye your ſelves felt it ? Would yenotcreep 
ont, and do ye think, to creep out With eaſe ? The very caſting. of 
ſo great a hurthen Will make the Earth ſhake ander you : Beſides 
the oppoſition of ſuch Who finde advantage by riding upon your 
backs will heighten the difficulty of it. If ye will be cured of your 
Sickneſs by Phyſique, ye 5" ſuffer that Sickneſs which comes 
with Phyſique. O do not run into Slavery to avoyd a few preſent 
burthens, but purſue your Freeaom, . what ever it coſt you. If 
ever ye come to enjoy it, ye will not think much of. what ye have 
layd out for the purchaſe of it. 

3. Eye not man, no not in thoſe things wherein he appears as 
the maip agent. (onfider who it is that doth all, efþccially in ſuch 


great changes. t u not the wit of man, the will of man, which 


mavageth.theſe things, but one above man, He ſpeaketh Peace 
FE B. 3 | and. 


Je might make your party good ; bat it &s 


Tothe People. 
and Settlenwent to a Nation, and who then can ſpeak Tronblt or 
Diſturbance ? He alſo ſtirreth the mud in a Nation,and who then 
cas ſettle it ? He threw:th down the miphty 


F FTETD | ory from ther [eat, ex. 
alring them of low degree 5 und hi'deth not ghviliberty to-man ta 


fine funtt with him erther for throwin! down the mighty bet 


he liked them, or for ſetting np them of low degrro becanſe he diſ- 
ltketh them. Read and conſider that place Plal, pF. 7. (and foew 
in prattice, as well as in profeſſion, that ye reverence Scripture ) 
GOD is THE JUDG., He pattethide-wnone,and ſetteth wp 
another.” Take beet what ye do If ye hat wo man'tv d:al with, 
"kicking aPainſt the 
pricks. /t may be his deſsgn at preſent (whoſe connſel ſhall fied, 
and who will fulfil alt hispleaſareY as if was once concerning Ne- 
buchadnezzar, to make you al/o ſenſible, that the moſt Hiph raleth 
among the children of men, d:#ofing of Kingdoms, Powers and 
Governments, as and to mhom he pleaſeth. + © 
4. Expett not help or fatisfattion from man. Man hath no 
worth in him, and for this end' many be be made uſe of, by God, to 
fnew how vile and empty he is, how unable and unfit to produce 
any thing of value. Trnly I have often thought, that the Powers 
and Governments of this World are intended, rather to'make ns 
weary of them, then to yeeld us ſatrefaltion' im them, This whole 
Creation is a meer peece of vanity, and (in all the changes of it) 
can yeeld but vanity : What ds ye mean to raiſe ſuch expetations, 
concerning any thing or from any thing in it ? It may be the in« 


tent of God to diſcover to you (by multiplyet ſenſe and experience) 


that man cannot help you : While your expettations are from 
man, or upon this or that change, ye are far from learning thu leſ= 


ſon, I know means are appointed and made uſe of by God in the 


prodycing of effefts, bat ſometimes he withers them, to divert 
orr eyes from them, and to maks us feel what empty, barren, im- 
perfet things they are. While ye "7 out ſo much againſt any 
means or inſtruments, ow the one' hand, or ſo much magnifte any, 
ox the other hand (as every one almoſt doth according to his differ- 
ent eſtcem of them) ye cannot ſo fully be taken up with obſerving 
the principal Agent, If God intend bimfelf ta beſtow what ye 
defere upon you, he may held his hand while ye expett-it from man : 
If God intend at laſt to put forth an excellent peece- of firengeh 
an 
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'Tothe People. 

and wiſdom for your reſaue, be may defer till he bath tired ont 
yours : Andif that ſhonld be his intention, ye are out of the way 
while your expeBation is faſtened elſemhere. 1. 

5. And laſtly ; Groan and. pant, unto bim-who is. thilful to 
ſave, after your own deliverance and after the deliterance of his 
people, He who wanteth deliverance, and knoweth not where to 
obtainit ; what 5s more proper for him, then to groan and pant af- 
ver it ?\ The whole(reation is continuallyiy 4 condition of  groan- 
ny and travelling. after delpverance, not of enjoying jt. Bear a 
part With the Creation, aa ye are « part of is z 'yeathe bigher your 
extremities grow, the greater let your groans be. Be coment mith 
Jour travelling pangs, which i the common track and rode unto 
bringing forth. 

And groan likewiſe for the liberty of the ſons of God : for what 
do ye know but your Liberty may fpring up With theirs ? Iſrael 5s 
in bonds, the Lordbath fnitzen bive; the-4orf hath hid his face 
from him ( yea the Lord hath made Lie a reproach aud by-word 
among all the Heathen) and While he frowns upon bim, he knows 
not how py ſuv le po evy elſesi The people of God have ever had 

ard uſage in this World, and particularly in this Nation, Car 
Je expett that God, Who disþoſeth of all things, ſhould be forward 
to give you your Liberties, while ye are not Willing they ſhould en- 
Joy theirs ? Can they ſubmit tothe Laws, Ordinances and Cone 
Hin wdiomk of may concerning therr God, While \an bigher light is 
ſet up in them ? No they cannot, though they Were in the dark, 
If ye can be content and acſire to do fo, do ſo quietly, live your 
ſelves in Egypt if ye like it (and ye may better as it, for it Will not 
be a Land of bondage to you) but let my people go that they may 
ſerve me, /aidGod, concerning his people, when alaſs they knew 
not how-+o-ſerve:hrm. - This 16:4-t4ch liſh point, and of mare couſe- 
quence to the Welfare of Nations then they are aware of. T herc- 
fore if ye love your ſelves, your own Peace, your own Liberties, 
your own Happineſs, beware of this ; take heed of enthralling 
them in ſpiritual things, Who were never m that refþett (but only 
in.ontrard, in things common to man) put under your yoke. But, 
ith. ſhiedd thereof , wiſh after their Liberty : and though ye 
cannot heartily deſire it in reef to them, yet do it in rc- 
ference to the enjoyment of your own your ſetves, becanſe, fr 
ongns, 


Tothe People, 

he ye know , yours may lie wrapped wp in it, 

All this bave ſpoken vcd Jon, not joe hal deſign in. we in 

| reference to any thing.or perſon : but truly-and faithfully fron. 

f | m) very h:are commenting unto 1ou, what ta'me"(in'this my ſtate 
weakneſs): appears beft for you. Which: baving done, [ now 

rake my leave of you, wiſhing you the beſt —_ this can afford 

or rather _ ' fruition of that which this doth but weakly and 

| smperfetly. drive at, Wits the quieteſt\ evoyment of :yowr ſelves 

|| #n your preſent condition, and the ſafeſt and ſwifteſt- paſſage to 4 

| better, This is the beart of hins towards you, who earnejply de» 

ſrreth tobe 5 1, 


Yours in true Love 


and Faithful Servite, 


Fſaac Penington ( junior.) 
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8 Briefly Aﬀerted. 


ca He Right, Liberty and Safety of the Peo, 
W p/elicth chicfly 1n theſe. three-things ; in 
Sal the Choyce of their Governmentand Gc- 
> vernors, in the Eſtabliſhment of that Go- 
8. vernment and thoſe Governors which 
kay Þ- they ſhall chuſe, and in the Alteration of 
CSS) <cicher as they find cauſe, This belongs.to 
D every people (though few, if any; arc in 
* = poſſcflion of it,) and that people, which 
enjoyeth theſe, enjoyeth its Right, is indeed free and ſafe while ic 
ſo remaineth, ; 9c | 
,; 1s The Right, Liberty and Safety of the People conſiſts in the 


 Chyyce of their Government and Governors, 


© Iris their Righti: forin Civil Societies Nature hath not cut oat 
the bedy into form and ſhape, but hath left ic to be done by che 
SY 'C Will 


; Eh FE44DX 
a paided by th tone gh of Reon, wil 
ea by the true tt eafon,. | 
which is nood both for Klee and others. And 
' way; pol -probably abuſe this, yet that is no 
| © PI , WK —\ "05, 
of eedyyog oYo Purple wi 
Such upon whom 
others do intrude, or upon whom other Laws or Regents are im- 
poſed then what themſelves judg meet and neceſſary, and beſides 
chat which they themſelves.voluntarlly and by fr-e conſent ſubmit 
| unto for their good and welfare, are {d far under Qlavery and ſuch a 
miſerable ſi-bje(F:on as Nature never appointedthem unto. 
Their Safety likewiſe liesin it: for to be ſure they will chuſe 
| nothing but what in probability will conduce to their own good and 
[| - happineſs ; whereas others, making Laws for them, or ſetting Go- 
| vernors over them, may reſpe& their-own particular benefit and 
adyantage,- and not ſo much the good of the People, which is the. 
[| main end why Laws, Generaments aug Governors arc appointed, 
| ' and to which they ſhould in a dire line be guided. 


forda 
, Age 


have their Government 


of 


1 afe choſen to fir\in ParKament ro rake ot alter Laws, roſttop or 
b alter *Govirmments of Governors fot and in ckalt-of ibe-Poank, 


|| raake,or of any thing they do in that kind ; that no Lenithey make 
I! | ſhould take «fic till rhey be diffolved,- and come to he as able to 
i «as any; othetwiſe they wilt not be ſenfible hgugbof the Peoples 


- 
: 


condition, and conſequeritly ta6t it to Ttand jn4 


1 for rhert' mn taſes-that congern them To nearly, /The pita tac: 
[ r4#7 the- People have concerni g their Parliaments is that they 


| chaſe perſons whoſe condition. wilt | keep them from infurying 
them, for if rhey prejudice them they prejudice themſelves, if they 
negicR their good they therr\ exrity, 
good while the people cftaft then that ate*vt theirown raph 
while thefe' make nb'Laws for” them which hill kave ary 


Q 


And upon this ground I conceive it very requiſite, that men.who 


j fhould, as for #5 my HFeopeh to the force'of all the 'Capr.they 
WAV | 
hegle@& therr'own pood : "This /Zewrir \8 | 


ife or . 
verrue to do goedorhure gilt they comeallo to beexpoſtd to dom 
"1 
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' but otherwiſe it is very invalid, if nat; wholly foſt [They who 
are to govern by Laws ſhould have lictle or no-hand in making 
the: Laws they are to governby : for Man himſelf in whar 
he dots (The Governor will reſpe& himſelf, his owreeafe,advans 
tage and hbnour iv Government,and-lay loads upon the people, but 
make his own butthen light: ) Therefore things ſhonld be ſo o*- 
dered, in the behalf and fot the ſeenrity of the people, that ſuch as 
arechoſen and appointed to aR in this kind ſhould lay no /oad up- 
on the people, but what their own backs may come as ſoon and 
2s _ in their degree: and ſtation, to bear, as any of the 


2+ T he Right, Liberty and Safety of the People conſiſts. in the 
Eſtabliſhment of their Gavernment andGovernors, As they have 
right to chufe, ſo they have right to confirm what they chbuſe, to 

ablifh that Government and ſuck kind of Governors as they judg 
or find moſt convenient and neceſfary for them - Without this the 
people cant be neither free nor /afe no more ther; without the other, 
nay without this their 74g ht ro chuſe would be to little purpoſe, the 
end of choyce im things of this nature being for the d#ratson of its 
appointed ſeafors | | 

3. Their Right, Liberty and Safety licth alſo in enjoying and ex- 
etcifing (as ticed requires) the Power of altering their Government 
o# Governors : that when they find either burdenſom or inconvent- 
ent they may Jay it aſide, and place what elſe they ſhall judg lighter, 
fitter or better in the ſtead of it. Natare ſill teacheth every thing, 
as it groweth, to reach further and further rowards perfettion. No 
man is bound to that which he chuſeth or eſtabliſherh further then 
he findeth it ſuitable to the end for which he choſe and eſtabliſhed 
it: Now ſeveral fates and conditions of things and perſons chan- 
ging, there muſt of neceffity be an anſwerable in Laws, Or- 
ders, Governments or Gocernors alſo, or man will be inſtrumental 
to introduce ſlavery, miſery and tyranny upon himſelf, which'Na- 
ture —_ every thing both: toabhor, and as muchas may be to 
avoyd. 

Itis the deſire of moſt men both in reference to Church and 
State (as men commonly ſpeak) to have Laws and Ordinances, af- 
ter the manner of the Afedes and Peoens, which cannot be alter- 
ed; I cannot but approve the _— InCe it iS WFILKED IN MANS 144 

n ture, 


(4) 
tare, It is natural to man, and a ſtamp of the divine Image upon 
him, to-:preſs afcer wnchangeableneſs both in himſelf and in the 
things which appertain unto him : Bur yer it is not ſaitable ro his 
preſent candition which will in no wiſe admir of ir, becauſe it is 
continually ſub je to chavge'and alteration: Ang as irſtill changeth; 
ſo do his #eeds and deſires, as allo his experience and Wiſdom, and 
ſo muſt the Laws and Orders which he preſcribes to himſelf 
and others, or he will be grieyouſly cruel to himſelf and 
others. eges have their growth as well as particular perſons, and 
muſt change their garments, their Cuſtoms, their conrſes,&c. for 
thoſe which are {till ſuitable to their preſent ſtate and growth. 
Laws are but remporary ; and as they are founded upon Reaſos, ſo 
they are no-longer tolaſt then.the Reaſon of them laſteth, to which 
they oughe to give place, and admit of ſuch a ſzcceſſion. as it ap- 
points. Only herein hath Natwre provided-well for the people, if 
they could fairly come to their:Right, and: had wiſdom to uſe it 
(which fenſe and experience is continually inſtruting them how 
to do) in that ſhe doth allot them to make and alter their own 
clothes, to [hape out their own bxrdens,to form, renew or alter that 
yoke of Government which is moſt neceflary and :convenient for 
their necks. 1 BY: BITE En 

All chis,or any part of this (either the chuſing;eſtabliſhing or al- 
tering Governments, Laws or Governors ) the people cannot do in 
a Body ; an whole Nation is too unweildy to aft together them- 
ſclves.: thercfore Natzre hath taught chem to do it by Subſtitates, 
whom. they themſelves chuſe to ltand: in: their ſtead to do any of 
theſe things for . them as their preſent condition and need requires, 
-which Body of perſons is with us called a Parliament, who are 
picked out by the wholc to be the Repreſentative of the whole, to 
do that for the whole which they would have to be done, and 
would do thetaſclves if chey were.a Body in a capaciry-to at. 

 And.\rom'this firlt r5/e of things may beſt be diſcovered the »a- 


. Inre, ends, proper {e and limits of Parliaments, all whick are ne- 


ce{{ary to be known, both that they may move according to their 
nvatxre, purſue their cds, be rightly «ſed, keep within their com- 
paſs and that the people any clearly diſcern. that they. ſo do, where- 
y.they will come:to reſt ſatisfied in their proceedings, and intheir 
expettarions.of good therey. - 
V-C 
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| We ſce here of what kind of perſons the Parliament is to confilt, 
viz. of the common people,” that they may be fit to repreſent their 
burdens and defires. | wt x rncgut 01 

We ſec here of what #/e and for what end they are, viz. ro're 
lieve the people, toredre!s any occafion of grief or burien to them, 
ro make Laws, alter Laws, ſet Laws in a due way of Adminiſtra- 
tion, ſet up or alter Governments and Governors, diſpoſe of every 
thing in ſuch a way as the people may freely enjoy their Rights in 
Peace and Safety. 

We ſce alſo their 4:14: in general, viz. the exerciſing the power 
of the People in (ſuch ways as were proper for the people ro exer- 
ciſc it in were they capable of joynt and orderly ating, 

We ſee likewiſe their Natwre or Confitation, what they are. 
They are the ELECTIVE POWER; the CONSTITUTIVE 
POWER, the ALTERATIVE POWER, What lies-confuſed 
and: unaſctul 1n the-people is treaſured up-in them in order, and ina 
ficting-way for uſe. - Is there a Government wanting ? The people 
cannot orderly. or wiſcly-debate or chuſe that which is likely to be 
moſt comm2dious and: fafe.. Are there any Laws wanting ? The 
people cannot well ſer about making Laws. Are there any Laws, 
Cuſtoms,or Encroachments burdenſom ? The people cannot right» 
ly ſcan how far they are ſo, or proceed to a. regular alteration of 
them. So that the whole Right, Freedom, W: !fare and Safety of 
the People conſiſts in Parliaments rightly and duly called, conſti- 
tuted and ordered towards ating faithf.lly in the diſcharge of the 
Trult re pol. din them. 

Yea laſtly, Here we may ſce in a dire line the proper iconrſe 
and Way of Parliaments, which ſpeaks our it {.IF, and would cafily 
be diſcerned by us, if our eyes were k-pt fixed here, and-nor entan- 
gled with other intermixtures, which are apt to ſcize upon: every 
thing,and inter weave with every thing, hardly any thing keeping its 
Own pure nature or proper cx: rent, Take ic thus, ( witha little 
kind of Circuic for the bertcer illuſtrarion of ir, yet very btirfly.) - 

All Governmen:s ( though intended for and-direted towards 
common good ). are ſtill decliningand contracting private, (cIfiſh 
and corrupt latereſts, whereby the people come to feel burdens 
under them, and fiad want of fences to guard them from the i»ſ0- 
lericies and a{[*xulrs of fach as arc above thew, which ate very.ufual 
_ C 3 eveLy. 
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(6) 
every where, for every man (I think I need not add, almoſt) though 
he be unwilling to have any tyrannize over bim, yet he is 4 prone 
to t ize over ſuch as are under him. Who-wonld not, - when 
heferls oppreſſion; if he wete able; thrult the Oppreſſar, our of his 
feat ? and yet:who ſees how ready he himſelf would be, ſo foon-ag 
he hath done it, to ſeat bimelf in the ſame #brone of apprefſion ; and 
thac he will as certainly do the one as the other, if be be not hinder- 
ed by outward force, or (which is better) by an inward principle ? 
Indeed man can by no means come to ſee this concerning himſelf, 
but the people Kill come too ſoon to feet ir. 5 <\46 
Now the People, who wear their Government, finding by ex 
rience where it fieteth caſie or- pincheth, whar prefent loads 
groan moſt under,what futnre fexces they ſtand in need of to ſhelter 
chem from. the. injurious aflaults: of Powers. above them ; accord. 
ingly chuſe perſops, who lic under the fame ſenſe with them, 'to re- 
| conſult about, and redreſs theſe their grievances,by prniſhe 
ng Offender; for miſdemeanors paſt, by opening the conrſe of Law 
for time to come,as alſo by adding thereto,or detrafting therefrom, 
as the condition and need of the people requires; &c. 

Theſe perſons thns choſen are to come with the ſenſe and defires 

bear ora Comnties,Cities or Borenghs for which they ſerve, 
m y.to repreſent theſe, 'and to conſalt together how all bxy- 
thens may be taken off, and all d: (res ſatisfied in ſuch a way as may 
ſtand with the good of the whole. | 

After full debate had how theſe things may be done, to come to 

an agreemext of full /ztling them accordingly in the firmeſt way 
that can be, which having done to diſſo{ve, and leave the'people ex- 


 perimentally to try and reap the benefit of their care, pains and fide- 
 lity, and to return immediately 


into their former condition, tolie 
with them ſenſibly again under the berefit or inconvenience of what 
they have done; | 

And this to be done with as much ſpeed, as the motion of ſuch 
a kind of Body, in Affairs ſo weighty, can permit ; that if they 


- chance to fail in effe&ing what is defired and expeRed from them, 


the people may quiet themſclves with the expecation of another 
remedy in its ſeaſon approaching. The reaſon why Parliaments 
thould with all poflible ſpeed diſpatch their work, is for avoyding 
of that corruption which ſtanding pools are ſubje to, and which is 

| moſt 
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moſt dangerous ir» them ; for what ſhall reAtific the af? remedy, 
if char be out of order, and groiy fo corrupt, that it hath more need 
ofa Phyſicianirlelf,then to aRtthe part of a Phyfcias ? 'All things 
by degpees gather corrnption, the governing Power by degrees de 
clineth from irs firſt purity, 'and ſo alfo doth the re21fying and re- 
forming Power, its d#v5ation is as ealic as the others, and of far 
conſequence + more deſtrntive, leſs curabl-, Therefore 

eter were it for Parliaments to leave part of their work undone, 
then to fit ſo long as to contraft corrnption : It is better to want 
ſomewhat of the full application of 2 remedy, then to have ir 


_ But of this more by and by under a diſtin head by it 


Now the whole Right, Liberty ## {fare and Safety of the People 
confiſting in Parliaments ; the right Confiiturion and arderly 
mation of themy is of the greateſt confequenee that can be, there be- 
ing ſo much embarqued in this Veſſel, where, if it miſcarry, it is ir- 
pear loſt, unlefs it can be recovered again out of the Sea of 
onfie/109, 

- Wherefore it becotnerh every one ( both in reference to himſelf 
and che whole) to-contribute hisntmoſt towards the right tering 
of :his Ve ffel, towards the preſerving of it pure both in its fate 
and/ wetiosz, Ic borh the good and Welfare of the Whole and of 
every particular 'mikcarry , for want of dne” care and obſcrva- 
won. 

Towards which work, the further to incite and provoke others, 
Toaſt in this preſent offerivg, making mention of thofe dangers 
which lie open” to my eye in reference to Parliaments, whereby 
thera and genuine fruit of them may cither be hindered from - 
£rowth,or cometobecorrapred whereby the People at traſt exnnot 
bne miſs-oF the proper uſe andbenefir, which it ought ro reap from 
them. | | 

FThere-are, iri reference to Patliaments, ſix Caſts or Confidera- 
tions, evident tome, whereby the hazard of thepeople may be very 
great, which 1{hall fer down diftinly that they may be the better 
taken nibticeef, Poa. ys and jadped. 

8. Wuntof Parliaments, Partaments are the proper Remedy 


torlieve the greeved People From their bardens and oppreſſions ; 
fromany kind or the feveral Kindsof oppreffions that may _ 
ain as them , 


_— 
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them ; from the oppreſſions of any Government, uny Governeys, 


any Laws, any [neroachmenrs,8c, (for by ſeveral ways, means and 
inſtraments the: people may. be oppreſſed.) Now if Parliaments 
be wanting, that is to ſay, be not duly called according to the need 
of thepeople ( it being their proper egine whereby alone they can 
duly,orderly and ſafely 3R) their Right, Liberty and-Syfety is much 
hazarded, and they obnoxious tolie under the burden of oppreſſion 
without remedy. If diſeaſes grow, and a dne copr/e of phyſique be 
not to be had,the body cannot but ſuffer damage and hazard. | 
There are two things cfſentaally neceflary to the health and well- 
being of a Nation, as well as of other bodies both »atzra/ and pol;- 
zique, which are, the cutting off of exnberances, and the ſupplying 
ot defets; both which in the principal 'and. moſt weighty part of 
chem, are peculiar to Parliaments ; ſo that where there is want of 
them, the radical life and vertre of the people mult needs be ob- 
ſtrued, languiſh and decay. This is a very ill diſeaſe, how ever 
thoſe who never knew or experimented the ſweetneſs of enjoying 
their Right and Liberty, may not be conſiderably ſenſible of it. 

' 2s Want of fair Elefions, as thus, If the people be by any means 
drawn from minding their own good, from bending themſelves to 
chuſe perſons who may be fit to aR for them. How eafily may 
Parl aments warp aGde from eaſing and relieving the people unto 
further banckening ang ieving of them, if ſuch perſons be choſen 
to appear in their behalf, who are friends to their Oppreſſors, and 
have a particular advantage of ſharing with them in che benefit of 
that. which is the burden and cauſe of grief to the people 2 And 
here is a great danger- the people are very obnoxious to: Their 
burdens commonly ariſe from the, miſcarriage of the ſtill preſexe 
Governors, and theſe Governors cannot but have great advantages, 


- by their Power. over them, to have an influence upon their thoyce. 


Therefore if the people be not ſo much the more wary, that which 
was intended for their greateſt relief may turn to their greateſt 
prejudice. O how miſcrable is man, whoſe remedies againſt mul- 
titudes of dangers are ſo few, and even thoſe few all along ſo ſub- 
jc to miſcarry | A Parliament may be prevented, that it may not 
be ro be bad when there is molt need of it : A Parliament may be 
corrupt before'it harh a Being, it may be (oill conſtitured iq reſpe& 


of the materials of it, that it may bea fitter engine of ſlavery and 


muſery 
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' miſery then of freedom and happineſs to a -poar enthralled people. 
And yet this is not all the danger that Parliaments are expoſed un- 
to, as alſo the people, in relation to that good they hope for by Par- 
liaments.'. | 

3- Short continuance of Parliaments. Suppoſe the people have 
Parliaments, have afair and free choyce without being over-pow- 
ered therein, or ſwayed aſide ; nay ſuppoſe yet more, that they 
chuſe well for themſelves ; yet the Power they are to deal with 
may overbear thera,; and (if they cannot bend them aſide) enforce 
their diſſolution, And hereby the people mult needs be deprived-+ 
of reaping that good they defired and hoped for by their en- 
deavors. | 

Parliaments are great Bodies, and conſequently ſlow in motion, 
which is itheir proper pace and advantage, for they can hardly do 

any thing well but what they'do ſlowly ; for motions that' require . 
ſwiftneſs Nature hath cut out other kind of bodies. Again, Par- 
liaments are to at very Warily, ( as the things they are to do, are 
of great concernment, and require much circamSþettion and conſi- 
deration, ) and therefore in both theſe reſpeAs muſt haye time con- 
venient to a; accurately in the diſcharge of /o great a Truſt, and 
inthe managing of /o:'Weighty Affairs, which if it be not anſyer- 
ably allotted them, they muſt of neceflity be defeRive in, 

4. Want of Power to Parliaments. Parliaments have a difficult 
piece of work, viz. to chaſtiſe-the greateſt O ppreſſors,and to ſtrike 
at the very root and foundation of oppreſſion in any kind, and unleſs 
they have Power anſwerable they cannot poſſibly go through with 
it-. Oppoſitions and interruptions from other Powers they muſt 
expe to meet with, which if they be not able to. graple with and 
overcome, - they cannot exerciſe the full Right and Liberty of the 
People, either in prniſoing Offenders againſt the People, ot in chu- 
ſong, eſtabliſhing or altermg Goveruments, (Laws or Governors for 
the People. This muſt neceflarily much hinder, if not put a ſtop to 
their work : for if any fall ſhort of thoſe means which are proper 
to anend, they cannot poſſibly attain that 'end : If the hand which 
impoſeth and: would keep burthens apon the back, be ſtronger then 
that which would remove. them z If the hand which would ſupply 
defes, be weaker-then that! which itands in its way to itop it in 
ies courſe, yain and fruitleſs will all its endeavors be, (The EY 
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that relieveth from oppreſſion muſt. of rieceſficy be greater then the 
Power that opprefleth.) And: this: was the condition of this pre- 
ſent Parliament, there was viſibly ſuch a Power over them as they 
could do nothing: to purpoſe for the good of the- People z This 
doubtleſs they had great reaſon to ſtrive to get looſe from, and the 
people had great reaſon to ſtick to them in it,as alſo to expeR from 
them their own freedom after they. were made free, the freedom of 
the people being the end:(theirs but the means,) and therefore moſt 
to. be eyed; *Tis to no purpoſe at all to have neyer ſo free a Par- 
liawent oleſs we have alſo a People put into the poſſelion of their 
freedoms by the Parliament. 

$.. Over-long-duration of Parliaments. This was glanced at 


before, but yet it will be requiſite to conſider of it further, becauſe 


after thoſe many changes which of late we have been much driven 


- andneceſlitated into, we may at preſenc lie more open to the ill i#- 


fluence of this,then of anyof the former:and it ſhould be the eſpecial 
wiſdom and care of man to take moſt heed of that danger which he 
lieth moſt open to. Every thing hath its appoizted ſeaſons, bownds 
and proper Way of operation, within which it is very beautiful and 
profitable, bur beyond it very uncomely and dangerous. Pariia- 
ments, intheir ſeaſon, may bring forth a moſt ſweet and excellent 
kind of fruit, which may vigorouſly refreſh the ſpirits, and recover 
the decaying Liberties of a dying Nation ; but continuing longer 
then its ſeaſon, the Root it ſelf may eaſily grow corrupt, and the 


| fr#it prove {owre, harſh,and deadly, yea may tend to a more bitter 


death then it was ofdained to prevent. Many dangers Parlia- 
ments are expoſed to by long continuance, whereby their nature 
and conflitution may be depraved, or they induced: to a after a- 
different nature, or in other ways then is proper for them, or good 
for the people. Thoſe dangers which; more principally in this re- 
y__ repreſent. themſelves ro. my eye, I ſhall here make mention 


1, Parliaments, by long continuance, will beſubje& to fall into 
fations, whichts the foundation of ſo many breaches and diviſions 
ig the whole, upon which chey cannot but have an influence to con- 
form them unto themſelves, the eye of the peopk being ſtill upon 
the fonntain-bead. We'have had ſafficient experience to evidence 
the truth of this, for ſtillas the Parliament hath beendivided;there 
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have alſo been diviſions throughout the whole Natiov. Perſons 
who a& joyntly and uniformly at firſt, ( having one and the ſame 
ſesſe upon their ſpirits, one and the ſame exd in their eye, one and 
the ſame _—_ in their hearts) may in proceſs of time loſe this 
ſenſe, this defire, this ed, and be drawn afide to another ſex/#, de- 
fire,end, and differ alſo in their new choyce, which may inſcnſibly 
creep in upon them ; and according to this difference, there will 
enſue a diviſion among them both in their motions and aRions. 
Now how dangerous this is to have a breach in the Root, to have a 
ſeed of diviſion in the heart, working there, ſpringing forth from 
thence, and diffuſing it ſelf throughout the whole bo y, I thinkir 
will be needleſs to expreſs. 

2. Parliament men, by the long continuance of a Parliament, will 
be expoſed to the temptation of ſeeking themſelves,of minding and 
proſecuting their ſeveral particular exs and intereFs. A Parliament 
man, as he is choſen tobe, ſo he ſhould ſet himſelf to be a publique 
perſov, as it were forgetting himſelf, and giving up himſelf to be 
taken up only with the pblique good, for the ſeaſon of this work. 
This a good Patriot may find ſomewhat eafie todo for a while, but 
if the Parliament laſt long, Self which is very ſtrong in him, and 
may challenge a right to be looked after, will revive its right, plead- 
ing both reaſo» and neceſſity in its own behalf, That man, that 
could be conrent to lay all afide, and bend himſelf wholly for the 
publique for a ſhort time, cannot hold out in doing ſo, but will be 
enforced to look after himſelf, his own affairs, his own profit and 
thriving inthe world, &c. And when he comes to manage theſe 
and the other together, it will be very difficult for him to avoyd 
making uſe of that advantage, which both his power and the long 
continuance of it affords him, towards his own particular benefit. 
And Self, having thus crept in, will grow more and more upon him, 
and will be continnally, fecretly and ſubtilly drawing him moreand 
more towards himſelf, and more and more from the publique : and 
killing thoſe affeRions in him (which are too apt of themſelves to 
do) which were very lively at firlt for the publiquezand conſcquent- 
ly much unfic him for his work. ; 

3. Parliaments by long continuance are in danger of contraRing 4 
particular Intereſt ( an Intereſt diſtin& from «that Intereſt which 


they have as a part of and in common with the people:) in the pb- 
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ligne Government, Every man hath-an allowable /»tereft in com- 
mon with the whole, ſo that if it goeth well with the whole, every 
one ſhares init : This is a good, a profitable Intereſt, no-way preju- 
dicial to any elſe. But then-there is 4 ops InterefF, where- 
by it may go well with. ſome, thongh ill with the generality ; nay 
the welfare of ſome may ariſe out of the incommodity of the gene- 
'rality ; That wind which bloweth ill upon the publique,may blow 
profit to ſome. This [ntereſt all Powers do. readily contra to 
themſelyes, partly by their own /trengrth,and partly by their advan- 
tage to winde into other Powers, the greater {till bringing the leſs 
into ſubje&ion, which muſt be at its command and ule, or be 
broken by it. This ſnare which other Powers by their continuation 
are ill running into, the Parliament is to redeem and purge them 
from; but to take heed-leſt their own continuance ſhould be fo 
long, asto-bring them into the ſame ſnare ; which may both #»fe 
them for their.proper Work, which is to be Judges on the behalf 
of the Commonwealth, which how can they truly execute, who 
havea particular intereſt and (hare of their own (beſides that which 
they have in common with the people) in the preſent Government, 
whom as it favours, ſo they muſt again fayour it ? As alſo it ma 
' engage them in an improper Work, viz.in becoming Adminiſtrators 
in the preſent Government, which is no way proper for ſuch as are 
appointed to be the Judges of Adminiſtrators and Adminiſtrations. 
A Parliament have an intereſt in the Government with the reſt 
of the people, yea a right and power conferred upon them by the 
people to order, ſettle, amend, or (if need be) new-make the Go- 
vernment for themſelves and:the people-; but.not to meddle with 
the adminiſtration of it, or to endeavor to bend it aſide, in the ad- 
miniſtration of #t,for any particular end or advantage of their own; 
which their Power may eaſily do, and:which their oyer-long-dura- 
tion may too much intice them to aſſay to do. | 
4» Parliaments, by long continuance, may incur the danger of in- 
terrupting. if not of ſwallowing up the ord-»ary comrſe of the peo- 
ples enjoying their Rght in obtaining ſpeedy, free and impartial 
7#ſtice by the adminittration and execution of the Laws. The great- 
er doth commonly weaken, if-not deyour the leſs.. Extraordinary 
remedies are apt-to.thruſt into the place of the ordinary, eſpecially - 
when'by: long dugation they may ſeem to challepge- to - 
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ſelyes the right of becoming ordinary. | | 
5. ( Which is worſt of all ) Parhaments, by over-lovg-duration, 
may ſlip into danger of depriving the people: of the proper uſe and 
benefit of Parliaments. | The -propet uſe of; Parliaments is to: be a 
carb to the extravaganey ot Power. of the higheſt tanding Pow- 
er : But if they themſelves become the ſtanding Power, how can 
they be a fit curb for it? A Parliament is to be ſuch a Body as 
may, have the ſenſe of the people upon them, that ſo they may be 
led by that ſenſe to- caſe, relieve and ſafeguard the people : Bur if 
once they become Governors; they will loſe that ſenſe, and have a 
ſenſe of a different nature upon them : They will (-like other 
Governors ) have a ſenſe of. the 4»ry of the people which they 
owe to their Governors , but loſe (by degrees, ſtill more and 
more) their ſenſe of the 4xrthens and grievances of the People. 
So that if Parliaments ſucceed inthe place of: the: ſupream-admi- 
niftring-:power, there will be as much need: of- fomewhat elſe to 
Rand between the people and them, as there was of. them to ſtand 
between the people and Kingly Power : for they. coming -into 
that place and Authority, the people are in as much danger of 
them, as they were of the Power of Kings : . for it is not the per- 
ſon ſimply, but the power, wherein the danger or: benefit lieth. 
And this doubtleſs is the Right and Liberty of the People, and 
herein lieth their Safety, viz. to have an extraordinary,legiſlative, 
alterative, correttive Power above the ordinary ſtanding Power ; 
and this Power, .as to confiſt :of the Body of the People, fo like- 
wiſe to be kept-alrogether free from having any : particular ha:d 
3n.Government, ( but to keep within the bounds of their own 
extraordinary work, which is not ſo much in as about Govern- 
ment,) that ſo they may both have and retain the ſenſe of the peo- 
ple, being engaged by their itate.and condition to do nothing which 
. may prejudice the people, becauſe incaſe rhey do, they themlelves 
will tnddenly-feel the {mart of it. | 
6. The laſt danger, ' which I ſhall'at this time mention in re- 
ference to Parliaments, is this. The aſſuming a Power of a dif- 
ferent nature from them, not proper to them ; and intermedling 
With a Work Which they are not fitted for, entruſted With, or ap. 
pointed to, | 4 175 oa | 
Powers, like other things, ( and ſomewhat more advantagiouſly 
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then other things, having ironger hands ) are ſtill gathering in to 
themſetves. The Tich man will be gathering riches , the wiſe 
man will be garherivg wiſdom, and the powerful man will be ga- 
thering power : And in attrafting to himſelf ( eſpecially where he 
is the" ſole Judg) m\is very difficule for him to be moderate' or 
innocent. He whothath a right power in ſome things, it is hard 
for him to keep there, and not to ſeck after and lay hold on, it he 
can, that power which he ought not 'to have, and in thoſe other 
kind of things wherein he onghrnot to! have power. That a Par- 
liamenit, as-well-as other Powers;is ſubjeR to this temptation, can- 
not be denyed. =_ 

This is dangerous every where. ( To-have things endowed 
with a different, if not contrary nature, to have things employed 
about a different, if not a contrary work. to oaglets: their own 
work 'for which they are fit, 'to which they are appointed, and 
execute another work for which they are not fit, to which t 
are not appointed ; this, let it be never ſo carefully and faithfully 
managed, mult needs bring diſorder, confuſion, nay greater "7 
conveniences.) But the greater the power is, the greater is the 
danger : becauſe as the greateſt power may do molt good in its 
own way, ſo it may do moſt harm in a wrong way. Powers 
that are great, bring forth great effeRs either of Peace or Trou- 
ble, Order or Coyates, Salvation or Defruttion, No reme- 
dy ſo ſoveraign, ſoreſtorative asa Parlsament rightly conſtituted, 
rightly applyed , and rightly ating: No diſeaſe more deadly , 
more conſuming the very heart-life of the Rights and Liberties 
of a Nation, then a Parliament miſconſtituted, miſapplyed, mif- 
ating. | 

Bat every one here will be ready to fay, What is that Power 
which is proper to Parliaments ? what is their proper work ? 
what is that Power of a different nature, which will be ſo danger- 
ous for them to aſſume ? and what is that work, which they are 
not fitted for, entruſted with, or appointed to? 

To ſatisfie the defire of ſuch as may greedily enquire after this, 

I ſhall anſwer ſomewhat, according to that inſight which is afford- 
ed me into the nature of things, (hewing (from the Prixciples 
foregoing) both what their proper Power and Forks, and then 
what Power and Fork is improper for them. And it is a clearer " 
ar 
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far ſafer way, to ſearch out and diſcover things from their firſt riſe 
in Nature, then from ſucceeding Principles or Praftiſes, which 
may ealily decline awry and cover the true knowhedg and intent of 
things. | | 
| = concerning their proper Power and Work,, I ſhall not un- 
dertake to define- the particular limits of it, -it will ſuffice to my 
purpoſe, to expreſs the general nature of ir, which to me ap- 


peareth t 


Itis a, NATURAL (Humave or Civil) EXTR A- 
ORDINARY, CONSTITUTIVE, CORREC- 
TIVE, ALTERATIVE POWER. I thall fpeak 
chiefly of their Power, which will of it ſelf diſcover their Fork, 
therefore that will not need ſo particularly to-be opened. 

Firſt, Ifayitis NAT V/RAL : ſpcha Power ay is own in 
14an, in the nature of man. Mar hath a power over himGlf, 'to 
diſpoſe of himſelf, according to that wifdom and righteonſneſs 
which is ſeated in him, . grows up with him (if it be not blaſted or 
kept under,) which he further atcains to, or-is in a further degree 


beſtowed upon him. Of-this common kinde is this, with all other 


earthly Powers, . © | 

But this..exprefieth 'onely the: kinde of it; we are yet far from 
the particular nature, end, or uſe of- it. - | 

Therefore to deſcribe it further; I cermit EXTRAORDI 
N A RT, which it diſcovers itſelf to be, being a thing not for 
common. and conſtant uſe, but for extraordinary ends and. pur- 
poſes ; and the nature of things muſt be ſuited to their end, for 
thither it is to direRqchem.. _—_ 

Then more particularly there is exprefſed what kinde of. extra- 


ordinary Power it is,namely, CONSTITUTIVE, (0 R- 


RECTIVE, ALTERATIFE. : Itisa Power of ſet- 


ing up or eſtabliſhing Laws, Governments, Governors ; of cor- 
recting them, of altering them.,, | 
This is the nature of their Power, which pointeth out their 


work ſo plainly as it will not need mare parcicularly to be ſpecified 


in this place. 
Now by this there are two ſorts of Power cut off from them, 
one, whole kinde of Power, and one main branch of another 
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1. Spiritual Power, which claimeth' its deſcent from Chr;# 
as the Head of his Church, and is appropriated by its nature, end 
andtfe, unto his Body'the Chutch, - which'is his Ciry dr Kingdom, 
to be governed by him, even by that power of his Spirit which' 
he pleaſeth to exerciſe upon them, whether immediately by him- 
ſelf, or mediately by ſuch as the ſubſtitatech under him. This 
Power, as'it-is - rg it isfit to be managed: onely by ſpiri- 
twal hands: Not by Men, but by Chriftians; nor' by evety. 
Chriſtian, but by-ſuct' onely'as\ can clear thederivacy of it from 
Crift tothe, ſach as areficted and appointed by him'to be un- 
der him in his own ſeat ahd place of Government, Nor are Chri- 
ſtians to exerciſe this Government over other men, but onely over 
Chriſtians, - whom alone it is ſuited'to. -- Nor are they to\govern' 
amen; by outward force ; buit a8 Chriſtians, by ſpititdal vertue 
and efficacy-upon theConlſcience, 'the ſeat of Chris? it man, fo 
that it may appear! that not they; but the Spirit of Chrif, the 
Spirit in Christ, doth rule and govern. Q how ſweet would this 
Government be! how pleaſant to a Chriſtian the trieſt execu- 
tion of the ſharpeſt Laws in'it ! -{ hrifts yoke isfeaſit, and bis bur- 
then is light, even in the ſharpeſt and weightieſt part of it, '- + 

Bur'this Power” belongeth riot to' any Nation or People under 
Heaven, there being not any Nation or People whithican evidence 
the fair and clear derivacy of this Power from ('bri# to them : (as 
it was not intended for any Nation or People, ſave onely his own 
Nation, his own People.) Therefore not to any Parliament, who 
are but the People in a repreſeritative Body, 'in a Body contrated 
into a narrower compaſs for the uſe and ſervice of the People'z 
who as they-ſtand in their ſtead, ſo- they have onely their Power. 
The People being the ſtock or root from whence their Power and 
Authority doth ſpring, it can riſe no higher, -nor be of any other 
nature, then that which is in the People. + | 

2, In Civil Power, the adminiſtrative or-governing part of it: 
appeareth from hence not-to appertain to them, 

In Civil Societies, as well as in natural, Nature hath cut ont 
the proportion (in general, though not in particular.) There is rhe 
Head and the Members, having each their ſeveral innate Proper- 
ties, Motions, Laws and Privileages, which cannot be tranf-' 
grefled without violence to Nature, or without danger to on 


Body.or:Sodiety which breaketh the bounds limited by-Natnre; If 
eyery:Society which is orderly, there is the Head and the Members; 
parttogovets,and pirrtobe govertied x to exch of which appers 
tain their patticularRiphtsr to rhe oneſuth 45 they thay be advan» 
raged for -3nd1n governtnent by;-to'the other ſuch asthey may be 
advantaged-ander government by ; that the yoke may be gently, 
jt and ſweetly, manaped'by the'one, and [weetly born by-the 
QUACT.: ©; f {jc Xx 33510 
Now this1s” moſt evident,” that the'People are the Body; ' the 
People are.- to: be gowerrell'; nor tobe! the Head; not” ro goverm 
Thr Legiflative Power indeed belorigy to them, that their yoke 
mighe be the more eafie : But the Adminiſtrative Power doth in 
no-wiſe belong to them, but to thoſe who! are to'govern.'-And 
thongh) the / People might be flattered andencooraged, from ſenſe 
of- the miſuſe of this Power, to take it'into their 6wn hands; yer 
it can never thrive there : and though they ſhould ſev themſelves 
to reſt content, nay to pleaſe themlelves with it z- yet you muſt 
needs grow weary of it, and that very quickly, the inconveniences 
will multiply ſo faſt, and grow ſo unavoydable. 
;. Parliaments arothe Body of the People, choſerr by the People 
to-{tand for. them, to repreſent them, to a& in their ſteat?//An- 
{werably, They have'that Power which is proper to the People, 
the Legiſlative, the Supremely-7udicative ; but not that Power 
whichbelongs not tothe Pcople, viz. the Adminiftrative, 

Inlike maner this diſcovers a donble kinde of work improper 
for them: TAYBLIEITDL L300 22 21090 211 

The one is, wedling. with piriinal affairs. The conflitmtiag of 
theſe, the amending of theſe, the altering of thele is onely proper 
to ſuch as are inveſted with ſpiritual Power and Authority. The 
Laws of Chrift were never appointed tobe ſer up by the Power 
of man, but by the Power of his Spirit "in! the Conſcience,” Tt is 
acconnted profane, and much ſtartled ar;'to toveh that which man 
hath wage holy, which man hath ſeparate4andconſectated to di- 
vine #/e ; and yet how propenſe are, almoſt all perſons, to be lay- 
.ing hands on that,. which God hath made - holy and [et a part for 


/hicoſelf 4, How: fad an effet we have ſeerrand: fele from mnderca- 


kings in this kindez carmor. bur be freſtvin'our'memories; what a 
Aſad breads and 4/n1iov' ir hath occafioned<hroughout the whole 


J Nation 
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Nation, and particularly io the Parliament, Novean I conceive 
readily, how it could beatherwiſe ; The cloſeſt bond of union mif.. 
taken and miſapplyed muſt needs become the greateſt inftranene 
of diviſien- (to let paſs Gods intereſt to blaſt men, when they will 
be venturing-ppon that work which he hath not appointed them 
unto, but reſerved for bimſelf.) The wound thus made may prove 
meurable, Mev differing in their judgments, and conſe in 
their defires ; differing in the apprehenſion of their duties ; thei 
motions and: endevors mult needs rny'cralsand become irreevn- 
gilable, while the foundation of -this difference remains. Wohiite a 
nan is fitongly perſwaded,- that this or this is the way and Wilt 
of God, that it is his duty to uſe the utmoſt of his abilities, oppor- 
raves and advantages for the promoting of it, that this is the main 
end for which power is put into his hands, the chict thing Godex- 
peRts from dim, and will call him ta a very Ririt account about rhe 
1wproving of all his power and intereſt unto the advancing of this!; 
I ſay while things ſtand thus, how can he wich the quiet of his 
Conſcience ating accardingly > The Preſbyterian Snow 
engaged indiflolubly, to uſe his utmoſt ſtrength and endevor to- 
tear the advancing of Preſbytery, which is Gods inftirured way 
of Weonlhipin his eye ; and: ſo the /ndependentof Idepordenty, 
which is Chriſts Inſtitution ip his eye. Now having taſted fo much 
of this; and ſmarted ſo wnch by this, men ſhould be very wary of 
intermedling in things of this nature, further: then their ground is 


' The other is, The taking upon them the Adminiſtration of Go- 
"ernment ar inrermixing with the adminiſtration of Government, 
'Ehis is che moſt pernicious. thing to a Parlicenent that can be, for 

it doth diverterh'them-from their own work,andour of- their own 
way; uo oe of anotherinature; and fo thruſteth chem into a ne- 
cefſity of doing diflervice, and into an incapacity of doing erviee. 
This may make afeleſs, nay may make burthenſom; rhe beſt conſti- 
touted Parliament. le a Parliament of never ſach-entire- 
hearted-honeſt-men, moſt Rudioufly bene avd applying themſelves 
zo publique ſervice z yer'if they be over-fullof another kind of bu- 
faneſs then their ©wn, or intermite. another kinde of buſineſs with 

| thejr own, they <an neither welk diſpatch that other kinds of buſi- 
 beſs which they are farouee-fulkof, or which they fo intermix';; = 


aw) 


the People from Parſiaments : for fading things go {o grievoully 
amnifs (us by rhis mearts rhey needs mult}: avd inthe bands too» of 
ſuch men, {a3:they can: hardly. hope. for better; chey will be- 
n tolookon x Pariiiment nolongert 282. remedy, buras a:worte 
eaſe, then that which chey addreſſed themfclves to it For cure 
of. O confider your ſnare, ye who are in danger of it | How prone 
was the Adwiziſtrative Power.to nerench upon the bounds of the 
Legiſlative, and how aWidtive did it become thereby 1 Isnot the 
farive 'Power 8s prone to merench' upon the Adminiſtra- 
? and inſo doing, isitnort likely to prove as afflitive ? 

- nt IT See if ever ——_ RY ang 1 
fitted or appointed by it to govern. Ir hack not a fic form or ſhap 
forit; ie woikly for'ſach a kinde of morion. 

Again, Look into:cbe rexor of your Call and Truſt : Were yt 
ever amtulted herewith by the. People? :Is ir, or ever was. ir, the 
minde of the Prople ? Did chey chuſe you for this end ? Have ye 
x Commiſſion from therh, I mean not formally, but ſo much as 
v<rtually, incentionally ? They called you to reRifie Government, 
that is clear enough ; bur did they call you to govern ? O remem- 
ber, remember, when any ſuck motions ariſe in you, when any 
ſuch temprarions beſer you ; Ye arenot fitted ro it by Nature: 
your motion is flow, bur the work and way of Government re- 
quires ſpeed and ſwiftne(s ; And if ye ſhould from a defire, from 
an apprehenſion of advantage, from fenſe of preſent need, or any 
other nevet ſo good an intent, alter your own ſlow pace and ſtrive 
to a&t ſwittly ; it will quickly appear how uncomely it is in you, 
and how unſafe for the People. Remember alſo, that ye are not 
called to it by the People : and it ye will yer be venturing upon it, 
doubtleſs ye will run the hazard of ruining both your ſclves and 
the People. | 

Theſe are ſome of the 4a»gers which Parliaments (and through 
them the People) are obnoxious to. How far this preſent Parlia- 
ment hath been overtaken with any of them, or how far the People 
bach ſuffered wenn; ſhall not take upon me to determine. Only 
thus mach I cannot but 
(to my eye) much extexeled,and that the true foundations of Right 
and Freedom{fofar as] can diſcern) are not yet layd ; and I conld 

E 2 earneſtly 
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five 


their own neither. And: it & the ready way to cam the hearts of 


ut expreſs, Thar the preſent ſtate'of affairs is 
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earneſtly defire and mnch entreat thoſe in whoſe -powetrit is, to do 
the mais 'Work,, and todo it throughly : Tolet fall all defire of 
Power or Supr (whoſe ſweetneſs will be tempting the beſt) 
ro ſtrike at the, root of all particular Intereſts which Rand in the 
way of puhlique good, and to ſer upon-ſuch ways of -publi 


good, ſo evidently and direfly tending thereto,as might be forcible 


ro convince very enemies to them by their clearneſs in reaſon, and 
by the ſweet benefit; which they fhould not be able to avoyd taſt- 
ing and rekping from them. Having ſuch advantage of Power. in 
their hands, what1s it which might not be done for publique good, 
if men had hearts, and-were in a right way ? 
It iscommonly ſaid, that 4 ſtander by may ſee more then a game- 


Fer : which if it be true; I may aflume unto my ſelf ſome freedom 


of ſpeech more then. ordinary, my condition interefling me in ir. 
For I have been long taken oft from being an '4&er-in any kinde, to 
become only a Spettator; yeh and I think I may fay fafcly,not an en- 
gaged but a free SpeAator. I have not been interefled in the de- 
frgns of any party whatſoeyer, nor ſo much asin deſire co have any 
party. thrive, further then they have been guided by Principles of 
Reafan. and Righteouſneſs unto common good. There is not one þ. 
fort of men upon the face of the Earth, to whom I bear any enmity 
in my ſpirit (though in ſome reſpe& I muſt confeſs my ſelf -an ene- 
my to cyery ſort of men} bur wiſh, with all my heart, they mighe 
all attain and enjoy as much Peace, *Proþ:rity, and Happineſs, as 
their ſtate and condition will bear. There are noc.any to. whom I 
ſhould envy Government, but, who ever they ate, they ſhould have 
my vote on their behalf, whom I faw fitted for it and call: d/to ir; 
Indeed I am off-od:d, very much offended with moſt perſons and 
things, and I have a deep Charge againſt chem, which at: preſent I 
keep ſecrer, not intending to bring it forth till I comeupon thar 
ſtage where I may have fair play. Yet thus muci I will fay, which 
toucheth a Jitcle upon. it. I am offended both wich. £:g4t and 
Darkneſs, or rather with that which precends to be Lighr, and 
that which ts acknowledged to be Darkneis. 1 am offended With 
#hat Which .pretcnds to be Light, becauſe it doth nor \more- fairly 
overcome -Narkneſs ; but while it blames ie for -its-dark -paths of 
Tyranny, Cruelty and Oppreſſion, it (elf ſeeks (not by the pure 
vertu: and power of Light, but) by the ſame weapons, _ «] 
- 
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dark_wivlence to ger it; and if-jcever prevail this way'to do 
it effeQually, I Nall be much wiſtaken. 1 = alſo offended with / 
Darkpeſs; becauſe it is pot re toit ſelf; not. j#ft to it felf, not 
at peace With it ſelf, nor keeps within the here of its own ark 
Prixciples.(evenithoſerwhith it: dotttacknowleds) it ifs own mo- 
tions, or in its--oppoſing+ eieher -Light: ar: Narkneſs. - Chriftians. 
diſhonour themſelves and their Principles; They ſpeak indeed of 
the Light of Ged, of the Life of Ged, of' the Power of God, of the 
great, Name of Ged, but are. fallen ſhort of 'the true 'verrae , and 
glory of, all rhefe, bath in a5 39d- in theit.c07/6: in the 
World, den diſhonor themſelves: and their | Frinciples, falling 
(hort of that common love, good will and righteonſne 5 Which ves 
ry Nature would teach then to obſerve, notwithſtanding its de- 
pravation, were their ears open. But I delight neicher co complain 
nor accuſe, onely I cannot but wiſh that all cauſe. and? oceaſion of 
complaint an4- actyſation, were .taken-away from himiwho.deth 
delight in eicher. All the liberty I ſhallnow make uſe of, is onely 
freely ro expreſs what I conceive neceſlary, in the preſent confufed 
ſtate of things, to reduce them into ſome certain ſafe and well- 
grounded order, according to plain Principles of Reaſon and 
Righteouſneſs, without aiming either at the throwing down or 
ſetting up of any perſon or thing: . Which, what interpretation 
ſocyer of weakneſs, folly or diſaffeRion may be put upon ic, I finde 
not my (el very prone to value, This temper hath long attended 
my. ſpiric,, not mach to regard, what account either I my ſelf or 
any. elſe put upen things, bur rather roexpeRt what things wall 
then appear to be,when they {hal be made manifeſt by thar Light, 
which doth diſcoyer them as: they are, and will paſs ſuch a j4ag- 
ment upon them as they deſerve, and ſhall not be able co gainſay 
ot avoyd. - - | 

It No kinde office and a commendable pecce of ſervice to help 
out of the mire, or to offer ſo todo, yer can hardly-be ſo eſteem- 
ed by him who obſerverh not himſelf to be in the mire, and con- 


ſequently, hath no ſenſe of any need of help : He will rather enter- 
tain.it with diſdainthen acceptarion, it implying him to be in ſuch 
x condicion as he is. unwilling to: own oc acknowledgs,! Bur how 
ever, A$ I -have. on the,one hand expreſſed! my ſence:(though very 
ſparingly) of our preſent extangle (upiien, wherein we-finde 

3 our. 


(22) 
our ſelyesats loſsin pur very remedy : (fo. I (hell on the other 
hand offer what help my:Reafon and Fakgmerkt preſents to me as 
proper and- neceflary:to- dif-involve as and bring-us into aright 
courle. 131137 70 | 16H | 31 ly | 

To cotne then to what I drive at, firſt 'I (hall fpenka word in 
general 'towards ſerling, and then propound more particularly, 
what things are needful (conſidering our preſent ſtate) rowards 
the ſetling of. affairs in order, juſtice and ſafety, both to dif: e 
as from tundamental tiſcarriages and'datigers (which it is very 
to ip into; and very hafd to. wade out of, eſpecially xfter our fo 
unuſual crack, as of- late we have been 


long treading in ſuch an u 
much driven into) and to ſet us "7 
Towards ſetling in general I d ſay three things. 
Firſt, That we dlook well to our fetling, look well how 
we ſertle. Wt SET G V4 | 
. Secondly, That we ſhould be careful of avoyding Arbirrarineſs 
' of Government inour ſetling. 
Thirdly, That we ſhould have regard to the Rights of the Peo- 
ple, and eſpecially to their re&ifying Right, that it have 
. es free current. | 

1. We fhowld look.Well to our ſettling. Shakings generally tend 
to ſetling ; and ſetlings frequently make way for fiture ſhakings, 
Shakings are ſudden and violent moſt commonly, not flowing fo 
much from deliberation as trom force : but ſerlings require great 
warine(s and circumſpeRion, lelt that corrmpeion which cauſed 
our diſturbance. (and ſhould be ſhaken out } puron « new guiſe, 
and ſettle again on onr #ew- foundation; ' whereby there arc noc 
onely new feed-plots firown of freſh enſning miſeries, bur alfo 
preparation made for a new Earthquake. Therefore it behoveth 
us . look well about us, and to ſertle warily, that we may fettle 
turely. | | 
(1/2 f We ſhould be careful to avoyd Arbitrarineſs of Government 
in oar ſetling, If Arbitrarineſs of Power, and a Government by 

Fill, not Law, was onr burthen, and that which we fo 
defired and endevored to throw off from our backs : then farely 
they'to whem-it appertaineth, and who have ed themſelves 
to tree (tis fromnvie, - aught 2o- be exceeding-carcfnl and warchfol a- 
gainſt-irvolving as again init, «If jr hath already miſcarryed _w 
2/0 and, 


(23) 
| alſo do in another : However, in reaſon we are not to 
be tyed: the venture. - It:is not the change of the hang, ,buc 
the change of: the Rule; which we-expet-a5 our fawndation of 
Safety. He that, doth-us good-inan arbirracy way, and by an arbi- 
rrfty power to day, may by the ſame way and power do us haran 
3. In our ſctling regard frowld be bad to the Rights of the Peo- 
ple; avs effeciatly to their rethiffing Right, #hat it, have its free 
carrent. The Rights of) the Prople were, the main;thiog preſented 
to view in this great conflit, and therefore in-<quyity ſhould be 
wainly proſecuted: - and moſt principally thoſe which are their 
molt: needful and uſcfal Rights, Our Laws are our Rights, and 
we (hould be loth to be deprived of any: of them (whoſe reaſon 
was both good at firſt, and remaintth ill in force: ) -Bur there are 
fomeRighrs and' Liberties which are' the-rops and fowndation of 
our Laws, and oor «/timate Refwge for ſfaccour and, ſafety ; and 
therefore much nearer to us, and more effential to our happineſs, 
then others are. Theſe are eſpecially co be regarded, - And this fo 
muck the rather, becauſe the people are. (© fit a Body tp be ſubjxR- 
ed and trampled upoo,ithat it is very'hard for-thoſe which are greac 
mnpower,' to keep their feetifrom off their neeks, Alas, the people 
have Do: way to-avoyd danger but by running upon the Rocks ; they 
have no way'toſhna ruine, but by baſtiong into raine. Thoſe they 
chuſcito-govern-them gently, to defend; chem, may (it hard upon 
their backs, yeanthemſelves may tnake a prize of them : And if they 
cat inlcogtbof cime, through mary difficulties, obtain and appoint 
Troftces to rectifte theſe miſcarriages, yer how many' temptations . 
they have to\mifazanage it, they think not of, and how they will 
manage it, they know not. Experience doth (till ſhew how diffi- 
cult ies thraughly to mind] the good: of- the people. Oae halt of 
the work (is fotnerimes done ( forperimes very often) viz. the 
eruſhingrof \Qppreſſors.: but the other half, viz; the breakzng the 
yoke of oppreſſion, is very: rare and hard even for them to do who + 
have prevailed'to (hake the Qpprefſors out of their (eats. 
/Thusx:muck in general... Now mY 7 HFS are foar 
ehimgsappear taimeas necefiary,unto-atairiand firm ſerling. . ; 
© Ii A clear diftinition tretmden the adniniſtrative or execgtive 
Pomer, and the ligiſlative' or judicative : that as: they have in 
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thetnſclves,ſ6 they may rerainin theireeourſe, thei clear and dition 
tmatures; theonknetinermizing or[focermedling egick the vther+: 
Thar the a&»iniſftvativ may nor imertningld:it{elt,otmeddle with 
che ſepiſtateve; but leaye it toirrown freecourſe; nor the /2gifla- 
tive with the adminiſtrative by any exremporary preceprs,direRi- 
ons or injunions,but only by ſet and known Laws, Things which 
are ſevered in their nature muſt likewiſe be- ſevered in their uſe and 
wpplication,* or «ſe we canhot bur fail of reaping thoſe fruits and 
effcts which we defire from them,and which otherwiſe they might 
bear; and weefjoy, © 2 | 
" 3. A preſcription of clear and diftinft Rules and Bonds to 
each, That the Trait, Power, Priviledges and Duty of each, 
which flowfrom the common light of man, and are intended for 
the common-good of man, 'tnay be:madeevident: to that cominon 
light thar the people may know hereby what they are to expect 
from- each, whar'they are ro expeRt from the Parliament, what 
they'are to expeR from their ſupream Gov#nor or Governors, and 
ſo may be underſtandingly ſenfible of good or ill uſage. There is 
hnothirig (among that natore of things we now treat'of } of- it ſelf 
unlitnited =" nd the more clearlyithelimicsof. 'any thing are ſet and 
known, the' greater advantage hath irborth'to move ſafely, 'and-to 
vindicate the integrity and righteouſneſs of its motions. If the limits 
of Power be not deſcribed and made known,it will be lefc too loole 
irrits a&tings, and the people alſo will. be left too looſe in the 'inter- 
precation of its a&tings {neither of! them being groandedly able ro 
juſtifierbetoſelves'in either unta the other) neither of which. is ſafe. 
If the Parliament hath one apprehenſion of: irs'limits, -and the 
p-ople another, they can neither be: ſatisfied in the other 3 bar-the 
people mult needs diſrelifh'the ations of the 'Parliament, and the 
Parliament cannot but” think-themſclves: injuried 'by. the people; 
which'tnay oecafior thelaying'ot a dangerous tourtdation of diſcon- 
rent and diviſion becyyeerrthern- © Yea hereby-the Parliaments beſt 
friends may be forced to-become/irs enemies, and it maybe forced 
ro deal moſt ſharply' with its beſt: friends, and/ſo weaken: its beſt 
Atength,and the'/belt trengeof the Varios; Thoſe that are friends 
to rhing/#tE 167 ti letdyi rorperſony;)algturcher then theypre fub- 


- ferbine to thinre; Jriges: hacefubro-rar-bred.ſpurits\tonidalize 
theham@e6f a'P ir (iamenr any morethen bf a'King t Yitis, righfe- 
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onfneſ7; rightly adminiſtred in its own proper Way and channel, by 
perſons in place and power, which alone can make them lovely to 
ſuch as love not men, but righteouſneſs. It was the error of the 
foregoing governing / Power to eſteem it ſelf more at liberry, then in 
right it was; it may alſo be the error of the preſent legiſlative 

wer, yea their condition expoſeth ther more unto it ( their Li- 

erty being larger, or of a larger kind ; ) and therefore they ought 
the more abundantly to beware of it, and to apply themſelves to 
proruer, or cauſe to be produced, a true and fair diſcovery of thole 

ounds and limits wherein they are ( by the nature of things) cir- 
cumſcribed : for if they do not know them, it will be impoſlible 
for them to keep within them ; and if the people do not know 
them,it may be difficult (in many conſiderable caſes) to them to be» 
lieve that they do keep within them. + 

3+ An unqueſtionably free and equal Parliament, It is not 
every cauſe which will produce a true and genuine effe, but the 
cauſe muſt be rightly tempered to bring forth kindly fruit, It is 
not every Parliament which can healor ſettle a Nato», or that the 
people have jult cauſe to reſt ſatisfied in ; but a Parliament fairly 
chal n, equally repreſenting the people, and freely ating for the 
P<oPie. | | | 

Now: every. man knoweth force to be oppoſite-to freedoms. 
a9 which is free is not forced, and that which is forced is not 

re, 

This Parliament hath, viſibly to every common eye, been more 
then once forced ; and it is not very eaſe after violence to break 
forth again into perfeRt liberty : the ſenſe and remembrance of the 
former force, together with an inward fear of the like again (if the 
like occaſion ſhall happen) may be a ſecret, though not ſo apparanc 
a boxdupon their ſpirits, which may in ſome particulars incline them 
both to do what they would not, and to negle& the doing of what 
they would. vaifth 
' Beſides, it may be conſidered how far that vi/5b1e force, which 
cauſed ſo great an alteration in the Parliament, and ſuch a change 
in affairs,did intrench upon the freedom of Parliament, For though 
every detention of ſome or many Members may not diſanul the 


freedom of a Parliament, yet ſome kind of detention, ſo and ſo 


qualified, neceſlarily doth,” An __ or accidental detention is 
Ava ; not 


— 


not of ſo great force 2s an intextional : = if ſach an accidental de- 


tention of ſome of the Members ſhould , whereby the fate 
and coxrſe of the Parliament ſhould be changed, it might well be 
diſputed, whether the reſt (ſtill fitting and a&ting contrary to what 
was done before thoſe Members were detained) might be account- 
ed a free Parliament, ( when ſuch a force was willy upon ſome 
part of it,as changed the whole ſtate of affairs in it :) for this were 
plainly an accidental bending of the Parliament from its intended 
courſe, from its free current, and ſo far as it is bent it is not free. 
But in the caſe in hand there was yet more, There was an intention. 
al bending of the Parliament, ( as was expreſly declared by them 
who were the inſtruments to bend it ) there was a culling out of 
thoſe who ſtood in the way of what the eLrmy thought juſt, ſafe 
and neceflary to be done. And this was done purpoſely that the 
Parliament might be put into another poſture,and a other thin 
diffrent from what, as they were then conſtituted, they could 
drawn unto. - Now though there ſhould be a violent detention of 
divers Members of the P ar/iamexs from doing that ſervice, which 
they onght and deſire to do according to their Ju ts and Con- 
ſciences ; yet if the Parliament be not bent hereby, but go on in 
the ſame path it was walking in before, it hath the greater ad- 

e thereby to argue and to make good its freedom : But if by 
this force it be viſibly and apparantly beat,put into another poſture, 
and into contrary ways and motions, the evidencing of its freedom 
will, in this caſe, be more difficult. 

There might yet be further added the Judgment of the Lrmy 
concerning this ation of their own, who were likely to look fa- 
vorably-upon it being their own, but I purpoſely wave it : for I do 
not goabont to make the moſt of theſe things, but deſire only the 
granting of thus much to me, that this Parl/iamest is not utiquelti- 
ombly tree, and fo the people, who are ſenfible thereof, cannot reſt 
fully ſarrsfied in their ſpirits,that this preſent engine is their evident- 
ly-genaine and proper engine. . 

And as this preſent Parliament is not ws gs 1 en: no 
mare 1s it ar unqueſtionably equal. Reprefentative- of the & 
neither in reſpect of the number of the perſons, nor in ref the 
gulifcatian of the perſons. - 2 "ts £10 CGE 

Eiefh, for the member of the perſons, Every Condry,- City, ut 

| rough, 
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rough, kaving their ſtock going, their right and intereſt concerned 
in the whole, their particular advantage or diſadvantage while P ar- 
liaments fit; fo they. ought to have their proper Sub#itntes or 
Repreſenters to appear for them, toſtand in their ſtead, to have an 
influence in the managing of their particular caſes, and their right mn 
the whole, which, as the caſe now ſtands, many do want. 

Secondly, for the qualification of' the perſons, For it isnot a 
number of perſons (though choſen by the people ) fimply conſider- 
ed, that do or can repreſent the people : They are but ſdadows, not 
the true Repreſentatives of the People (though defigned by the 
people to that end) unleſs they be rightly qualified. How is that ? 
Why thus : by underſtanding the condition and deſires of thoſc 
they ſtand for, and by repreſenting thoſe deſires ſeaſonably in their 
ſtead : for they are choſen to be common perſons, and therefore 
ought to have the common ſenſe of the Rights, Liberties, Safeties, 
Needs, Deres of thoſe they ſtand for. If a man undertake to ap- 
pear for me, and doth not knuw or care to know what Lneed or 
deſire, he doth me a double injury ; both putting me to the loſs of 
that which I might obtain, and depriving me of the means might 
otherwiſe have atrained it by. 

Now there is a great exception againſt theſe preſent Repreſen- 
ters in this reſpec, the ſtate of things, and conſequently burthens 
being much ed, ſince they were choſen to.repreſent them, It 
is a long while ſince the firſt fitting of this Parliament, and the 
change of Power, with other things, may have cauſed many new 
burchens, which they, being in power, cannot ſo fully feel, nor ſeem 
ſo fit to be F#dges of. The barthens of the People ſtill ariſe from 
the preſent Power, that power from which they did formerly ariſe 
is removed,another hath ſucceeded : Now they who are the great- 
eſt in the ſucceeding Power ſeem no way fit to repreſent the bar- 
thens of the —_ under that power-: bur ſach of the common 
> y- as lie moſt under them, and moſt feel them, are likely to be 

fit to repreſent the ſenſe of them, Theſe indeed might be fit, 

when they were choſen, to be Judges of former burthens and op- 

preſſions, but they ſeem not now ſo fit to be Judges concerning 

preſent burthens. and oppreſſions; Not that which manageth the 

power can ſo fairly, clearly and ſenſibly judg whether it be caſte or 

grievous, but that which lieth _ its X FM 
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And hete I may not unfitly add one thing concerning the way of 
managing affairs in Parliament ſo much in uſe,vis. FT aha 
neceſſity whereof in ſome caſes, and-the multitude of tranſaRions, 
may have been an occaſion to draw into more common uſe then is 
either fit or ſafe. My ground of excepting againſt it is this. The 
ations of the people (and ſoof the Parliament, who are the col- 
Rive body of the people) ſhould be very clear and evident to the 
eye of common ſenſe, ſo as to bear down all oppoſition or gainſay- 
ing: The people ſhould deſire the remoyal of nothing but what is 
evidently burthenſom,the addition of no Law but what is evident- 
I} good, the puniſhment of none but him who hath evidently been 
an offender, But the putting things to Vote is an argument againſt 
this clearneſs and evidence, and doth ſeem to whiſper, if not to 
ſpeak onr;that things are doubtful,and that the determination is alſo 
donbtful, ariſing not neceflarily from the ſtrength of reaſon, bur 
2zrhaps from the number of voyces. 1 confeſs it is impoſſible for 
fach a body to manage many affairs without this courſe : but I can- 
not conceive that ever Natxre cat out ſuch a body for the managing 
of many affairs. It is a body of the common people, who are not 
ſuppoſed to be skilful in adminiſtring Government, nor intended to 
meddle in managing of affairs, but only to ſer them in a right po- 
ſture, and in a fair way of «adminifration, Aﬀew, caſie, neceſlary 
things, ſuch ag common ſenſe, reaſon and experience inſtruateth the 
common ſort of men in,are the ficteſt things for them to apply them. 
{clves unto, Indeed -the people ſhould have no more hand in or 
rather. about Governmeat, then neceſlicy requires for their own 
preſervation, ſafery and welfare; and diſpatch quickly what chey, 
have to do (as a few plain things may quickly be done) and fo returg 
into /#5jeftion unto Government again, whereby alone they wij 
b2 able to know whether they have done well or ill in what they 
have done. Agpain,as it is a Body of the common people, (o it is of 1 
great bulk (it cannot be otherwiſe formed,) and therefore not fit. 
ed for muny motions, but only for ſuch as are flow and ſure, Yer 
their {lowneſs of motion (the right order of nature b:ing obſerved) 
will be neither burdenſom co themſelves nor others, being.recom- 
penced by the fewneſs of thoſe things which Natyre., (I mean the. 
nature of their end; call and truſt) hath appointed” for' them 


to do. y 
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: Arepulay Way of Eleftions : that the people might be put 
_ a Ge, Her, defy way of managing this : that they 
might not_be urged from favour to the preſent adminiſtring power 
to make their choyce according to their defires, but might be lefr 
free therein, and might be incited co warineſs by being inſtrukted 
of what concernment their choyce is : that if they chuſe amiſs they 
contribute towards the laying a foundation of enflaving themſelves 
and the whole Nation, The people have a ſenſe of their own 
good, as well as a defire to pleaſe their Syperiors, and if that ſenſe 
were by ſuitable means quicketed in them at the time or ſeaſon 
when they chuſe, they would be ſo much the more careful to make 
choyce of ſuch as were fitteſt to repreſent that ſenſe. In ſuch a 
great and extraordinary Remedy there fhiould be extraordinary care 
about every ſtep and degree of the framing and conſtituting of it, 
that we may be ſure (as ſure as poflibly we can) to have it right and 
fit for its appointed end and uſe : for one error here is as it were a 
Womb of danger and miſery, which hereby it is in a way to bring 
forth. Now that the people might put themſelves, or rather be put 
(for they can hardly do any thing cthemſclves ordetly)into ſach a po- 
ſure as rhey might chuſe moſt advantagiouſly to their own good ; 
and that thoſe whom they chuſe might the better underſtand the 
end,Wvork_ ,8&c.tor which they are chofen,and the better apply them- 
ſelves thereto ; that both theſe-might be more commodiouſly done, 
I ſhall propound thefe three things. ( And here I deſire free ſcope 
in the ballance of every ones Judgment, for I propoſe not theſe 
things from any conctit of them, but meerly from the ſtrength of 
that reaſon which repreſenceth it ſelt to me in them, having no de- 
fire they (ſhould take place, ſo much as in any ones mind, any further 
then the reaſon in them makes way there for them, and it will be 
my delight and joy to ſee them give place to any thing which is bet-=. 
ter or more ſolid. | 
1, That the Comnties, (ities or Boroughs meet together ( as 
they were -wont to do to chufe their Knights, Citizens or Bur- 
geſſes) to chuſe a convenient number of their Commonalty as a 
({ ommittee to chuſe their Knights, Citizens or Burgeſſes for them 
for that'one time. , vhs | 
4 now in general concerning a convenient way of chuſing, 
but if I were to ſpeak A a ſaddet new choyce, I ſho - 
= ac 4 


(30) 


add this. That. none (hould be admitted either to be choſen or to 
vote in this choyce, but ſuch as have been fairhfy/ to their Connery 
in the late great defe&zon : for which end,that exceptions ſhould be 
drawn up, and great pera/ties annexed to them, to be inflited on 
ſuch as ſhould venture to give their vote, who are excepted from 
chufing ; or ſuch as ſhall accept of the choyce, who are excepted 
from being choſen. ( Only theſe exceptions ſhould be ſo plain, 
aS there may be no cauſe of doubt or ſcruple concerning the inter- 
pretation of any of them, leſt they prove a ſnare to.any to deprive 
chem of the exerciſe of their juſt Right and Liberty kerein.) Ic is 
undeniably juſt and rational, that the pocge having fought for their 
Rights and Liberties,and purchaſed them with the expence of their 
blood, ſhould now enjoy them, and not permit ſuch a participation 
of thoſe among them, who endeayored and fought againſt them, 
as may cauſe a new hazard of the return of that into their hands, 
I hath been thas difficultly and - coltlily recoyered from 
them, 

2. That this Committee immediately apon their being choſen 
{before or at their firſt (ſitting) may-chave an Oath adminiſtred 
unto them, to this intent, That withour, partiality, regard to 
friendſvip, or any other by- reFpett, they (hall chuſe (cither from 
among themſelves or elſewhere) him whom they ſhall judg 
molt fit, both for ability and fidelity, to ſerve his (owntry in ge- 
neral, and that Comnty, City, or Borough 1n particular, 

3.That this mittee, immediately after they have finiſhed their 
choyce,conſult about and draw,up(and that an Oath, be admini- 
ſtred for this end likewiſe, or a clauſe for it inſerted in the for- 
mer Oath) a Copy of what, according to their Conſciences, they 
conceive them to be entruſted with by the people ; with what 
kind of power,in what /phere, and to what exd ; which mighe be 
before them as a Light and Rule unto them,though not abſolute, 
yet it might be very helpful z Whereas otherwiſe (without ſome 
{uch help} perſons called to that employment may be ignorant 
what their work is, and frem this ignorance (and their own mo- 
delty rogether) may joyn. with others in the way they find them 
in(# þ Parlament be nar orin the way rea who are moſt 
looked upon, may propole ; in the mean-whule they themſelves 
npt bnderſtanding where They ALE, to what dire exg, or upon, 
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what ground they at. And I muſt confeſs this hath ever made me 
unwilling toventure upon that employment, not having clear and 
certain inf#ruf#ion how or what to aft therein : and I muſt con- 
feſs iny {df ſomewhar unſatisfied to undertake a Tr»/?, thie nature 
— is not Wo _—_— unto x I am on to ey 
my { owntry wit m rength, but withall cannot but 
be ſhy of ſuch A free of doing them diſſervice in ſtead of 
ſervice, as my own reinedifeſs ignorance herein may neceſ- 
farily expoſe me to. And perhaps there may be ſome others 
who may ſtand in need of this help as well as I : however, 
a clear and plain way of knowledg, methipks, ſhould be burdenſom 
tO NONE, 

Such kind of things as theſe are proper tranſaRions for a 
Parliament , for there may be errors or defeRts in this kind 
which the people cannot come together to conſule about and heal, 
yer it is requiſite fuch things, in this kind amiſs , ſhould be healed , 
who therefore fitter to do it then their Repreſentatives ? And 
what might not be done in this nature, and entertained thankfully 
by the people, if it were ſo managed, upon ſach plain grounds of 
Reaſon and principles of 7uftice, and in ſuch a plain clear Way, as 
might carry conviction, that it was not done from an [e/Þ/ reſpefts, 
bur for common good. It is a jealouſie in the people,that their Sub/ſti- 
extes neglet them, and mind themſelves, which makes them inter- 

rer their ations ſo ill, which jealoufie by this means would eaſily 
rooted out of the people, ray it would fall of ir (elf, 
Theſe are the things which to me ſeem neceflary to ſer us right. 
And if it were otiee thus, that Powers were rightly diſtinguifhed 
#ccording;to their own natxres, rightly bounded within their own 
ſpheres, ranks, orders and places ; it thete were alſo a P arliamenc 
m every teſpc& faitly choſenſet right in its conftirutiox,and rightly 
aRing according to its. own »atere, end and Work within itSown 
bounds, therEmight be (ome gronnd of = both cowards the well 
ſerling-of thing#at preſent, and the eaffe further amending of what 
ſhould be found atnifs afrerwitds. © But I dare confidently affirm 
it, that until' the' 748 Way, comr/e and'erd of Nature be diſcovered 
and obferved; ler there beneyer {6 many other advantapes ; a P4r- 
liar ne mover fo wife,. tiger 6 induſtrious; never fo fairhful ; 1 
Vroplerewerſd plintle' #hd\thwikef#1,, never fo quirt and PRE: 
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both in ſubmitting unto the pains of their cure; and in continual re- 

newing of their expeRations when it will once be; yet the deſired 
end will never be «feed by. the Parliament, nor enjoyed by 
the People. If a Parliament will produce ſuch or ſuch-effeRs, 
ir mnſt become ſuch or ſuch a cauſe as is proper to produce thoſe 
effeQs, ( and operate like that cauſe ) otherwiſe it will be im- 
poſſible. 

There is one thing more I deſire to mention, of no ſmall im- 
portance, ( with the fame freedom which I have uſed: hitherto ) 
which hath been ated publiquely in the fight of the world, and 
will one day be examined more publiquely. That which is well 
done will endure a review ; and that which is ill done doth deſerve 
a review,that it might be amended : yea that which is of very great 
conſequence may in equity require a review. 

The thing is this, that there might be a Reviſal of this preſent 
Government (whether by this preſent Parliament, or an enſuing, 
or by both, I determine not) wherein it might 'be taken into full 
conſideration ( more full perhaps then that preſent-exigence of af- 
fairs, when it was firſt pitched upon, would permit;) Firſt, the 
xeceſſity of a change ; and ſecondly, the commodion/neſs of this 
change, or certainty of advantage by this change: for changes are 
never good but when they are neceflary, and when the change is 
certainly, or at leaſt very probably, for the better. Now as there 
is at ſome times »eed of a change, ſo there is at other times an ztch- 
ing humosr in man after change, when there is no need : yet a man 
who hath a mind to change, will take it for granted that there is 
a need of change, and run greedily into it. though he ſuffer loſs 
thereby , changing for that which is ten times worſe, eyen in 
that very reſpe&, becauſe of which he changeth , only his eye 
being blinded by his preſent, deſire and intereſt, he cannot dif- 
Ccrn its 

There ought to be mnch circamppetion inall weighty changes : 
This, being the moſt weighty and of moſt concernment to the peo- 
ple, deſerves the greater warineſs and the more thorow ſcanning. 
It doth not become Wiſe men to take a, prejudice againlt a thing 
becauſe they have ſmarted by it, or toconceive well of another 
thing becauſe it is different from that, or becauſe it appeareth p/aw- 
ſible at. frlt view, or becauſe they have not. 'yet had experience F 
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-'In changing either Covurnnvens or. Gonrrngrs,, it. is very! inci-. 


dent to man to be unjuſt. Man ordinarily doth that! unjuſtly/which 
#juftrtobe floge- Tr ſenſe of ſquirt, hes becantan 
tHiew)/(and fo farian unfit Judg)'ro-that and them, which he:ſmaye= 
ed; by:; . and-can very hardly: tford them a fair hearing 'of what 
they: can ſay/for thendelvesh Yet: this: is the due of; every thing 
which is layd afide:. ed aud thang Lfhal not. plead for. 
the reluvlgroend -SGgy Gleparnlabat Nr a pada Fre ew 


to it, as it:yet hath 
EE and Giendl hai bends with i; a hn ny hr 


tipori ic beyond tits deſerez 'Foridoubtleſs it is both: proper,” goed 
and:x/2fwl: in its kinde;: and: bath its 4dvartages above any other 
> none hek ry eG hand; #Sichath alſo. WTI ATwrCns an oN 

herhand;' VA zo age booboi bib al a frongh 

:: Now fitce &: liave waded thus farherein, I wil proceed : alittle 
hater: propounding what way Iſhould judg moſt cotvenicor for 

my {clf ro rake, if I were to have an hand in This particular, ſo as I 
might diſcharge i ir with moſt:Z»ſtice in refercoce to the-thing ig 
ni and» with rmoſt- ſatisf4tton 1m jeference eq: my: own-ſpeir. 
{ Brory mgn inaſt be maſter of what he doth in his own Under- 

anding , or he cannot at jaſtly ; and: -bis.' heart; is/ poor: and 
as _ it can 'be ſatisfied in managing: things beyond -his 
eng 

.-Inthe firſt place (fuppoſing I had Power) I woul4 require ſuch 
learned Lawyers, as Hbould judg: wolt fir, to giveme a plain and 
full deſcription of King/y:Gevernment.; of the Duty, Power, Pre- 
rogatives of it, with the /everal bounds of * it, according to 
the Laws of this Land. 

-: Secondly, I would conſider; whether any of theſe were dos 
{eBive; and' particularly ilmce: the Prerogative pers was fo en- 
croaching, what 'bopds might be layd upon it for the furure, and 
how far they might be blew binde it faſt from intrenching upon 
the Rights and Liberties of the People, 

Thirdly, I would conſider, what /ecarity or certainty might 
be had of aſetled courſe of Parliaments in facing ſealont 0d. with 

| ufficient 


_ thervof well prevented, bur might wich much more fafery'and 
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grievances. which might ariſe 
- Gvurrnwrnt,: or: from any: Governors 
ed in 1t: for inevery Govrrwment there 
are oe the Supreme) wer er yams po uſually the 
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ter fall ideration'of cveryiching meedful ro: becon- 
ſidered, if it did indeed a that Errors in the formerikinde of 
Goaknimext could not. oreatily be amended; nor the njſer? 


eaſe be both amended and: in chektters then mare Z 
abolith cle 19 thelatrer; 7 ff tt 

This;' m my 2pprehenfion; would be whairiand: fuſt way 
wouldnot expoſeme to drink in prejadices:( which wow c hep 2 
istobe catied into queſtion ; 
or to tay that as uparricylar Objet7ion tit, which other Govern- 
ments are as liable unto. Neglefing of Duty, raping of eto wordia 
nary Power, enbav ding of Provilextts an Prereptrives,'trim- 
pling #pon them thar aft y Ah thut and trere rhe: > an welder 
then, Pidting in wor »pon rhe bucks of 'the Peoplr (4, theſe are 
Ho x0 overnment, end: will be growing 

every Government won fa: wh then they arc rowerkdlly CEOITS As. 
for that great ObjcRion of the-enmity of Kingly Government to 
Parliamrnts,any other GCovernnent may bews tizble toir.- ' No 
ordiuaty fopretne'Poiyer overt an cxcuordinary ſupremt Power ; 
and'whac Power foever be ferup, it willge = mnchexre be 
not uſed to prevent it) to-kavean influence apon of - 
Parliayerrmen, and will bemolding:the re ederwery « felf, 
which# iccannay db, EIS its:friend; -7- 
muſt : 
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C2 
muſt confeſs-the changing; of the foryrofi Governnicar lis not ſo 
confiderable inwmy od) bagdle | ſafe bounds 
ad linfits; as 2 good GovttnprorGovemors 
_ within, and a bad or bad ones may not be able to break thran 
which may bemuck helped by the frequent uſe of, Parliaments, if 
they can be kept within cheir bounds, or-el{e thar will.be worſt 
of all according to that known Marxim,|Corropcio options; peſſima, 
the beſt thing being corrupted proveth worſt. 2147 2:4] 3: 


reviews, which in reaſon and . equity embedefixed; are firlt over) 
and the ſupreme Governor or Governor: fally agreed upoa : then it 
will beſeaſonable;jult and requiſice to reſtore Shen thoſe Reghts 
and Priviledges which: belong: uno them, arul, which ic [is the: 
minde of the they! (hould have r::48particulacly tis of their 
conſent m making Laws. It is great reaſon che.People (hyuld make; 
their own Laws ; and it is as agreeable ro Rexſon, thn he who.is: 
to govern by them ſhouldconſent unto them. As the People (fo far: 
2s they underſtand themſelyes)cannort but beuunwilling tobe made: 
ſlaves by their -Governer,' to'be:goremed'iby. fich-Lems as he, 
ſhonld make at his plezſure © fo neicher \(houtd they defire romake: 
him a ſlave, by putting what Lqw- they pleaſe-intothis hand, re- 
quiring him to take care of the obſervatianof them: but a macual 
agreement & tranſaQion in things of this aature is faireſt and moſt 


jaſt. 'Yea this woald be moſt 3dvantagioustorthe people;: for -he 
who conſtantly weilds che Scepeer'is in likelyhood belt able co give 
advice conecthing Laws, and may put rthetn-into.a better way (by 


yertue of /his experience) of attaining theit exds and: deſires then 
they of themſelves can light upon. If the chief Governor or Gor 
vernors ſhall refuſe to'aflent to ſuck Laws ag arc evidently good 
and neceſlary,a better remedy may be found but then the depriving 
of him from this Liberty, * The trac way'of curing is difficule, re» 
quiring mach s&;/, care apd pains; the common way of man is by 
running out of one extra into anpther,. which he is apt to 
pleaſe himſelf much -in, becauſe he-obſerveth himſelf at ſuch a 
diſtance from that which he found ſo inconvenient and-perhaps-ſo 
miſchievous before. But this is neither juſt ivfit/ſelf} nor can prove 
To draw toa concluſion ; 1 ſhall onely mention fome few pro- 

2 perties 


ſafe bounds - 


© When thus is done (for Ido totlook'n a lasperdone, rl all 
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CA DT hots or 6 wareof motion (whichcory, 
Eb. them ſeyeral properties) of a gaod Governor, which, -if he 
willde furniſhed unto,wll male him very-uleful and: ſerviceable 
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rene p leaſare, advantage; and apply 
himſelf to the! good of 'the "4 "To miniſter” Tofice equally, 
ark" freely, ſpeedily ; and mers -3.tenderly. ;To: puniſh. _ 
fake;;burto "chitrafranbiahed heart. i: | 
11 Aa? xs the Foxndatiens.(ſo far as lies'in his way and within 
his reach )-of the ' People}: Liberty, Peace and Welfare, that it 
may be in a thriving condition growing ſtill more and more : For 
the welfare. = oy" cnet _ not. . YL wprpaP: ba q quiet, 
proſperous, :ſet te: at. preſent, as/in a gbad feed for fature 
growth,. whereby alone the Government can.came;to yeeld the 
good fruit ofa preſet goed ſerling, -'It may coſt mach at preſent. 
ro manure the ground and plant a good Government, the. benefit 
s to be reaped afterwards, which will lie much in the, Es 
who. may help much tq cheriſh or blaſt it. on $1018 
'The qin thing! ins; Governor! (which will muck; him uota 
both theſe) a keep ob ithia his 9 ep ;\-Not-to think-or under- 
take to do-all the ty which is needful co be done, [but that good 
which belongs to his place and office: Not to-avoyd bonds, but 
to deſire: to be. bound as faſt as-may be, He who is indeed un- 
willing | to. }ran/greſs,. 0.do evil g 11s willing:to be tyed vp, as faſt 
and cloſe as can be,,fram all fequptetiops and: «dvantages there- 
unto. Good: honeſt jplain-dealing-hearts, are too apt to. deſire 
ſcope, thinking onely to improve it for good ; and others are too 
apt to truſt them, little ſuſpeAting that they will do otherwiſe, till 
at length on a ſudden fo evident ſnares. and; temptations overtake 
them, as give too: plaina prpot of; the contrary,:, This experi 
ence-is ſo deep), ithat it may well. be queſtioned ,' 7herher it 
Were better to have a bad Governor being fait "bound ; .O0r 4 
good Governor being at | liberty ; which would be very diffi- 
calc 


Yu 


is left at liberty , and. what others are | when; they are left. 
liberty ( how eaſily his, or their: Z«dgment, Will and Aﬀetti- 

ons are perverted) will neither defire to. be left at, liberty him- 
ſelf, ner. to. have: others left at liberty. 'A + . Governor 


' might do great-ſervice;in this reſpet, namely; both by arcad 


compliance with his bonds (for the good and neceſſary uſe 
of them) which is very rare ; as allo by ſeeking further 
bonds, where he can diſcover ſtarting holes, which is yet more 
rare. | 
Man naturally ſeeketh /iberty ou bonds, deſireth to avoyd 
them : He would binde others, but be without bonds kimſelf = 
Others need bonds, but he can a& well without them, yea he 
can do more good without.them then with ; They may be a 


fit c#rb for others, but they will be bar a 5/2g.rothim in the purſuic 


of the peoples happineſs, whereby he ſhall be hindered from do- 
ing that good ſervice which he wonld and otherwiſe might : Thus 
the beſt men, many times, come to do moſt hurt, leaſt ſuſpe&ing 
themſelves, and being leaſt miſtruſted by others. (Who would 
not beleeve his own heart, that if he were in place and Power he 
would not do thus or thus, but amend this and that and the other 
thing ; and the more, ſcope he had, ; x beter and moreſwiftly 
would he do it? ) But to ſeek bonds, toddefire to be hedged up 
from every thing that is #»/awful or wnfit ; to ſeck where one 
might evade and prepare before-hand ſtrength to refiſt it, engines 
to oppoſe and keep ir back, this is as unaſual an undertaking in Go- 
vernors, as needful and profitable for the people. 

þ There would one great advantage from this arrive unto 
PoFterity , belides that which the People themſelves might 
enjoy under ir at preſent: for it would make the fruit of a 
good GOY ERNORS Government extend it (elf to: fu- 
ture Generations, in this reſpet, becauſe* by this * means 
there would be bonds prepared to tie up ſuch as ſhould 
afterwards ſucceed, who might be more inclinable to break 
I pres ern _# Se forth 


- 
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of the People will grow more and more upon them : 7 


